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EDITORIAL 
 

Another year draws to a close but at last there 
is some reasonable catch-up in timeliness for 
the bulletin production – due mainly to the 
generosity of various members’ time and 
effort in generating material. This is most 
appreciated – not only by me but also by the 
wider readership I am sure.  
There are several items presented in this issue 
that concentrate a little more on various 
restoration techniques and the exceptional 
results obtained from the hands of some of our 
perhaps more talented members. As some of 
this material is longer than usual it has been 
split and will continue in the next bulletin - 
this might be a further inducement to keep up 
with the subs perhaps!  And as luck would 
have it, this being the last bulletin for the year, 
a subscription renewal notice is included. 
Also we have been accepted as an affiliate 
member of the MOTAT Society, so now 
financial NZ members of the NZVRS are 
eligible for the seriously discounted 
membership of that society (and Driving 
Wheel magazine) of $15, but you must use 
their unique membership application form 
available at www.motatsociety.org.nz  or just 
inside the back cover of their magazine. 
Secondly we have again been invited to join 
the International Restoration Competition (of 
a ‘basket case set’ more than 25 years old) by 
the Canadian SQCRA. The details are on the 
slip in your bulletin, however this year it gets 
a little tougher with a request for YouTube 
video proof that the set actually works! Well 
you don’t actually HAVE to do that part but it 
does get you more qualifying points. Last year 
we achieved an excellent second place with an 
entry from John Dodgshun – so there is a 
challenge in place already folks! Oh and joint 
team efforts are permitted too – just check the 
rules.  Take care over the festive season and 
best wishes to you all. 
Cheers, David 
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Feedback, Correspondence etc. 
 

Mark Thomson wrote; 
I did enjoy reading the informative Trade Me Triode section in Bulletin Vol 34 No 3, but I’d 
like to correct a small but factual error on the part of the writer - presumably “Mr Triode”. 
In the first section “Battery/Neutrodyne/Early AC sets from the 1920’s” when describing the 
1925 RCA Model 20 TRF, it is stated that this radio was built in Camden, New Jersey, USA, 
in September of 1925. 
As mentioned in item’s text about RCA that followed, RCA’s radio manufacturers were indeed 
General Electric and Westinghouse (with RCA acting as a sales Agency) - but the 1925 
Radiola Model 20 could never have been built in the Camden plant because this Victor Talking 
Machine Co plant was not acquired by RCA (and hence used to manufacture RCA radios) until 
David Sarnoff (of RCA) formed the RCA Victor Co alliance in late December of 1929. 
This means that the RCA Model 20 radio would have been built for RCA by General Electric 
instead (with some componentry by Westinghouse; General Electrics’ RCA manufacturing 
alliance partner) at the General Electric famous “Building # 77” in Schenectady, New York, in 
about September of 1925. 
I hope that this small correction will assist Trade Me Triode in keeping those triodes warm and 
the ships records straight.   Keep up the excellent items!  Cheers, Mark. 
 

Graeme Lea of the Taranaki Vintage Radio Group wrote; 
The Brian Tipler radio auction was a good social event with 39 active buyers bidding on the 
391 radios and other bits that were offered up for sale between 1030 hours and 1500 hours with 
a 30 minute break for lunch at 1230 hours under the keen eye of Graham Hawtree who did an 
excellent job as auctioneer. 
A few of the more exciting bids were: Green La Gloria Imp $165.00, AWA Radiolette 33 
Black/Green $450.00 and the AWA Radiolette 32 White Simulated Marble that fetched 
$1500.00. 
All the radios (except the consoles and heavier items were paraded past the bidders on 
supermarket trolleys pushed by volunteers - this method saved a lot of work and time as 
Graham had no waiting time at all.  
All in all a very good but very intense day for all involved including the ladies whose help and 
assistance was most appreciated. 
 

 

OBITUARY to DEREK BARLOW   by Phil McGechie 
We are saddened to note that Derek died 31-10-2013 at Wanganui at the age of 82.  Derek 
rammed a lot into his life starting with his training as a radio technician in the Post office, later 
he started a long stint in Royal NZ Navy dockyard with time overseas spent on the design of 
Radio Systems for our new ships of that time.  
Derek next was CEO of Hewlett Packard [NZ]. Later, for a change, he embarked on a whole 
range of activities after relocating to Wanganui; Local Body posts, Bonsai society, NZ Small 
Farmer Association, teaching mathematics and many voluntary positions. In his spare time he 
repaired radios and involved himself with his son’s large collection of radios, gramophones 
and player pianos.  
Derek, my cousin, gave me the parts of a Hikers One when I was 13 and helped to assemble it 
~ and so influenced me into a career with NZPO and my long time hobby associated with 
radio. 
[I was sorry to read of Derek’s passing – our (email) correspondence up until August this year 

suggested a person of an astute mind and somewhat younger in years than the age suggested 

here.  Ed] 
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NZ Made Valve Tester   A query from Wayne Squires 
 

About 30 years ago I managed to obtain a valve tester. From memory it came from Auckland 
Technical Institute but its history prior to that I do not know, which raises a question. I've used 
it for years to test my valves, using the Avo Valve Tester data book as the means of pin 
connection and base data. I still have that book and it has been an essential tool for using the 
tester.  The following photos show the external and internal views. 
 

 
 

I don' t know what the original case was because my unit now is obviously in a somewhat 
home made box. There was a lid but I left it in NZ as it was full of living borer.  
There is a circuit diagram, [see following] that shows the basic circuitry. It also shows the unit 
was designed and built by the RDL of the DSIR around 1943. Valve bases not in vogue then 
have been added, as has a new external connection eg grid 1 wire.  
Any information that members may have on this item would be greatly appreciated.  
Thanks, Wayne Squires  <natechmgr@internode.on.net> 
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Observations by Trade Me Triode. 
 

Merry Christmas Folks and Seasons Greetings from “The Triode” to 
you; one and all!  Someone once said: “The psychology of Trade Me is 
all about wanting something even more - when someone else wants it 
first”! In recent weeks, “Trackside here on the Trade Me Racetrack”, 
we’ve certainly had our share of some spirited “tugs of war” between 
those wanting a radio first - and those (suddenly) wanting the same item 
even more!  “V” is for Valve, Variometer, Variac and for Vintage. “V” 
also stands for Variety which TradeMe has in abundance! In this issue, 
variety (of brand) is the odds-on favourite and selection (of model) 
comes this “bookies” close second. 
 

Philips: 

Two 1937 model V7A ‘Theatrettes’. Both in seemingly nice order (no cracks or chips) sold for 
$56.60 and $36.60 respectively. Great buying!  
Caution punters: Re-threading the dial cords on these attractive looking collectibles is a test of 

time, skill, patience and sanity!.(Grown servicemen have been seen crying over this task). 

Of two 1931 Model 2516 AC QP sets on offer, selling prices were $61 and $120 respectively. 
Great buying for both, as this model is just about as early as Philips sets come here in NZ. 
Yet another c1930 Model 2510 Tin Box showed up on-line in recent times. This one however, 
was described as being in working order and included the correct extension speaker. The 
beautiful “Baby Grand” (or “Chinese Hat”) speaker (Models 2016, 2020 or 2026) with its 
attractive frame, in red and black mottled finish (also described as working) was the “icing on 
the cake” for two or three keen bidders and bidding closed at the very, very reasonable price of 
$126. But wait!! — Hold the Plane! the buyer was an Australian bidder — so what about that 

Airfreight cost? — these units weigh a tonne! 
 

Rogers-Majestic/Rogers: 

In 1929, The Standard Radio Corp of Toronto, Canada, formed a business alliance with the 
Grigsby Grunow (Majestic) Corp. of Chicago, Illinois, USA. This alliance would last 4 years 
until the latter Co went into receivership on November 24

th
, 1933 (Exactly 80 years ago to the 

day, from the day your scribe typed these words). Rogers still sold radios under their own 

name, for nearly 5 more years and we received them right up until Michael Joseph Savages 

Labour Govt stopped the enormous flow of wireless imports in 1938. 

A quartet of these fine Canadian wirelesses have been up on the “Trade Me Block” in recent 
weeks. The first, a beautiful 1931 7v SG, TRF Lowboy Console, was described as being in 
working order, having new top and side veneers, a US-sourced, repro (of the original pattern) 
grille cloth and replacement caps and resistors. A modest reserve of $120, set by the vendor, 
saw this rare beauty grace a new home for just $151. What a bargain! 
Next and also from 1931, was a model 451, “Cathedral-esque” mantel, stated as being “re-built 
and in running order” it was offered at $250 - to no takers. 
Our third Rogers on offer, was from that classic collectible year mid-Depression, 1933. A flat-
topped, 180 degree full-vision dialled Table Model (Model # unknown), is a model (and year 
of manufacture for Rogers) not often seen in NZ. The “stunning” (unoriginal) “Floral Bouquet” 
grille - cloth it sported, even rarer!. (“DO NOT water these flowers Ma!!”).Stated as being in 
working order, with no reserve and with 51 “Watcher-Hits” it was sadly passed-in at just $100. 
Completing the quartet, a lovely 1935 Model 4625, 6v Dual Wave, aero-dialled Table model. 
With a tidy cabinet and pretty “Fleur-De-Lis” speaker grille pattern, it showed some surface 
rust. Both its Power and Output Transformers were described as unoriginal — and overall 
working condition as “disabled” (presumably meaning a decapitated power cord). Perhaps 
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reflecting the amount of effort required to fully restore this lovely set to original condition, it 
sold for a $35 pittance! 
 

Radions — from NZ — a pair of these nice collectibles were on offer. 
Manufactured by Collier & Beale (Wgtn) and distributed by Master NZ Agents, Todd Motors 

Ltd, (Home Utilities Div.), the first was a mid- 1930’s NZ classic. 

A productive year for C&B, 1936 saw the models, “Rugby”, “Daventry” as well as the model 

on offer, the “Elstree”(amongst others) were strongly marketed in this country. These elegant 

upright Table-models are fine examples of NZ radio collectibles and grace many NZ 

collections today. This “Elstree”, chassis model 6LS - a 6v All Wave Superhet, had two holes 
in the celluloid dial cover, a damaged dial escutcheon and again listed as being in “disabled” 
condition. A tiny reserve price of just $35 galvanised nearly 200 “watcher-hits” and its selling 
price of only $56.60 put this classic firmly in the Bargain bin. 
The second Radion seen up for auction, was again built (late) in 1936 (for the 1937 Model-
Year) and this one was the cute, “Little Aristocrat”. Described as being in “general excellent 
operating condition” (priced at 12 Pounds 15 Shillings when new), this aristocratic little beauty 
found itself a new home for the bargain price of just $45. 
 

Majestic: 

In seemingly nice condition, a 1933/4 Model 463 Chrome-fronted “Century Series” (Smart-
Set) superhet mantel appeared on offer in recent weeks. This set was part of Majestic’s display 
stand at “The Century of Progress/Worlds Fair” held in Chicago Illinois. Produced at the very 
end of the reign of Majestic (The Mighty Monarch of the Air), this is a set often seen in NZ 
collections, (unlike its Model 461 “Master Six” twin-peep-holed stable mate). Perhaps the 
Grigsby Grunow Co, then close-to (or already in) liquidation, had issued a “sell - all/export - 
all” directive. Two bidders went ‘toe to toe’ on this desirable set and when one bidder wanted it 
slightly more after they saw that another bidder really, really wanted it too — at $417 the 
hammer finally fell. 
 

HMV/RCA (Victor Division). 

A nice RCA/Victor - HMV Cathedral has been seen up for grabs here on “The Trade Me 
Wonderland” since your scribe last reported in. This Cathedral radio, almost never seen in NZ 
collections, was a Model 120 5v BC-only, superhet. Described as being” in unknown 
(operational) condition” and despite having a “band aid mixture” of unoriginal knobs, faded 
and torn (but original) classic RCA Victor red/brown patterned grille cloth, the chassis looked 
to be both original and quite restorable. With its reserve price set at “a petty cash premium” of 
just $35, it finally sold for what must have been a delighted vendor (and buyer) at $292.  
The Model 120, was one of a series of three, small, shouldered-round top Cathedral radios 

manufactured for RCA’s Victor Division (with the Models 100 and 110) which, along with the 

often-encountered, Model R28P Cathedral, we saw imported into our “Radio-Lucky country in 

1933. The Models 100 and 110 are equally difficult to find here, making this a rare little gem 

indeed. 

 

Trade Me Triode’s “Notables at Random”. 
 

Ultimate: 

A 1933 Model 6LN 6v BC Table Model. Surely, this lovely collectible is deserving of special 
mention here. The cabinet looked to have been sanded back prior to full restoration, but never 
finished. In tidy restorable condition, with a replacement grille-cloth and a piece missing from 
the dial scale, this set was presented with all of its original fluted-domed brown Bakelite 
knobs. Featuring that instantly recognisable, 180 degree full-vision “brass” dial escutcheon so 
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very much the hallmark of many 1933/34 radios worldwide. Proudly emblazoned on this 
escutcheon is a world/globe (and — “Gee! It’s even got lightning bolts Ma!”) Also featured 
was the classic patriotic slogan: “British Construction”. (Where England stands, we (once?) 

stood”). Any broad-range collection of 1930’s NZ-manufactured radios is quite simply, 
incomplete without one of these iconic representatives of our radio history. With its rectifier 
standing tall, mounted atop the Power transformer as were many of Radio Ltd’s sets of this era, 
there was some surface rust on this otherwise very original looking chassis. 
To the successful bidder, (who lived in the same city as the vendor and quite likely saved 
themselves the extra freight cost) you take “The Triode’s Bargain Award” for this issue. This 
set, a truly romantic echo from a bygone age, was secured for the princely sum of just $39! 
 
Comments on Cathedrals. 

Practically every time we see Cathedral-styled radios appear for sale here in NZ, they seem to 
drop into one of the following three categories: 
1) “Restored”: to within an inch of their life. We know them well don’t we; “Rich finish” 

(brushed-on, full gloss polyurethane), “Showcased with an attractive speaker-grille cloth” 
(ghastly, multi-coloured Floral bouquet cloth). (“Excuse me dear, do you still need this 

orange paisley dress you bought in San Francisco during our trip in 1967?”). Thick, 
hand-applied, silver paintwork (“Mimicking” that original Cadmium-Nickel plated 
chassis) and the bonus; - a modern on/off switch, installed for your convenience, in-line in 
the 230v power cord! 

2) “As Found”: (But not necessarily ‘as new’). Rusted beyond belief, with each layer of 
oxidation “holding hands” with the layer below it. “Rodentitis”: with the skeletal remains 
of Ratus ratus (its last moments immortalised before it shorted out the set). “Frayed” (as in 
everything) the rat diet of any cloth covered wiring;- speaker lead, power cord, grille-cloth 
AND nerves! 

3) Presentable/Original:  Restorable; with some knowledge, determination and a little 
“elbow grease”. Needing perhaps only minor surface rust removal, replacement 
caps/resistors, power and/or speaker leads, and grille-cloth. Cabinet showing the patina of 
age (these ARE after all, radios that are now generally between 80 and 90 years of age). 
There are many variables re condition (both electrically and cosmetically) and the genuine 
cost AND scarcity of expertise to restore these beauties is of increasing concern. 

 
1932 Airline Model 43 (052 series?) BC/SW Super/Het. Cathedral. 

Seldom in NZ do we see a genuine 1931/32 U.S. manufactured 230v circuit import. This 
Airline, with its original cabinet-finish, original knobs, dial escutcheon, valve shields and 
speaker (with I think, original grille – cloth also) and at least one Globe “S-Type” tube in view, 
rarely appears for sale on the NZ market — or anywhere! Airline radios, as one Trade Me 
observer correctly stated, were built by Wells Gardner Corp, (Manufacturers of Gulbransen 
radios) for the U.S. Mail-order Co, Montgomery Ward and distributed here in NZ by NZ 
Express Ltd, Christchurch. So when this Depression-era beauty was offered up for auction on 
TradeMe, a continuous Capone-like “machine gun clatter” of 341 “Watcher-hits” drew great 
attention. With a respectable reserve of just $150, this very beautiful wireless saw two keen 
bidders “shoot it out” for a very worthy sale price of just $332. 
The Triodes ‘Originality Award” goes to this one, along with a big thanks to the vendor for 
making it available. 
Remember, if its you who wants it first, maybe, just maybe, there’s someone else out there, 
who wants it just that little bit more.! 
Merry Christmas and a Very Happy and safe New Year to you all. Until 2014 then, “Keep those 
Triodes warm folks!” 
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Early Broadcasting in New Zealand – additional notes. 
 

Not surprisingly, gems turn up in various papers once held by our founder John Stokes – the 

following is a transcript from a badly faded fax paper copy of a letter, date stamped 14 October 

1949, found while sorting some of our library collection. The text in {italics} is assumed to be 

the handwriting of John Stokes (JWS), unless otherwise noted eg [Ed] for editor.  Question 

marks “??” indicates undecipherable (eg faded) or missing information. This supplements the 

info in the May 2008 Bulletin (Vol 29 No.2, page 26) which was dated December 1923. 
 

“In reference to your letter of the ?? requesting information about the early history of public 

broadcasting stations in New Zealand: this Department’s records show that prior to the 

gazetting on the 18
th
 January 1923, [this initial text was in faded handwriting (not JWS), the 

following was typewritten; Ed]  the first regulations governing the issue of broadcasting station 

licences in New Zealand were gazetted on the 18
th
 January, 1923. Prior to this enactment, 

however, a limited number of experimenters in New Zealand were authorised to engage in 

research activities connected with the transmission of vocal and musical items, the first permit 

of this type being issued to Dr Robert Jack of Otago University on the 5
th
 December , 1921. 

 

However the first organization in New Zealand to establish a broadcasting station proper was 

the International Electric Company, Ford Buildings, Courtney Place, Wellington. 

Commencing in February, 1922, regular transmissions were made from this station during the 

hours of 7.30 pm and 9 pm each Monday and Friday. It has not been possible to ascertain the 

call-sign allocated to the Company nor to discover when the station ceased transmission 

{presumably ceased transmission after the founding of Wellington Broadcasters Ltd and 

establishment of 2YB (in Aug 1923) JWS} 
 

By the end of 1922, six New Zealand associations were engaged in broadcasting of a 

somewhat sporadic nature for the entertainment of the 572 holders of listener’s permits. The 

broadcasters concerned were:- 

     ?   The International Electric Company   Wellington 

{1YA}   Radio Service {Co Ltd}   Auckland 

{4YA}   The British Electrical and Engineering Co Dunedin 

{4YB later 4YD}  The Radio Supply Company  Dunedin 

{4AB}   The Otago Radio Association  Dunedin 

{3AL}   The Radio Association of Christchurch Christchurch 
 

The first broadcasting station licence issued under the new Regulations {ie affecting 

Experimental and Broadcast stations; 18 January 1923} was dated 2
nd

 May, 1923 and 

empowered Messrs Radio Service Limited, Auckland, to operate a station at Scotts Hall, 

Symonds Street, Auckland, under the call-sign 1YA. 

During 1923, the following additional stations were licensed:- 
 

a) Station 2YB Wellington. 

This station was licensed by the Wellington Broadcasters, Limited, on the 7
th
 August, 

1923. The studio was located in the Ford Buildings, Courtney Place, Wellington, and the 

equipment was operated by a Mr A. Stokes.   On the 19
th
 November, 1924, station 2YB 

appears to have been acquired by the Dominion Radio Company, Limited, Wellington, 

and operated at the above address by Mr R.J.M. Haggett. 
 

b) Station 4YA, Dunedin. 

Station 4YA was licensed in the name of Mr F.J. O’Neill for the British Electrical and 

Engineering Company, Dunedin, on the 13
th
 August, 1923, and operated by Mr R.E. 

Robinson. 
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c) Station 4YO, Dunedin. 

This station was first licensed by Mr N. Arundel of the Radio Supply Company, 26 Moray 

Place, Dunedin, on the 13
th
 August, 1923, and was at the time operated by Mr W.R. Watts. 

{Note 1:- 4AB was originally a Grade 1 “ham” license and not formally licensed etc as a 

broadcasting station 4ZB until 23 September 1926. 

Note 2:- 9
th
 August 1926 appears to have been the official changeover date to “Z” prefixes.} 

 

d) Station 1YB, Auckland 

A licence covering the operation of station 1YB was issues on the 20
th
 September, 1923, 

in the name of Mr Charles H. Pearson on behalf of Messrs Newcombe, Limited, 157 

Karangahape Road, Auckland. The apparatus was operated at this time by Mr D.H. 

Shipherd. 

On the 15
th
 September, 1925, the licence was re-issued in the name of La Gloria 

Gramaphone Company at the same address and on the 9
th
 August, 1926, the station call-

sign was changed to “1ZB”. 

In December, 1933, the station licence was taken over by the Fellowship of the Friendly 

Road, Inc., Queens Avenue {Arcade}, Auckland, and remained under that organization’s 

control until incorporated in the National Commercial Broadcasting Service in 1936. 
 

e) Station 2YM, Gisborne. 

Station 2YM was first licensed on the 27
th
 October, 1923, in the name of the Gisborne 

Radio Company(I. H. O’Meara, P.R. Stevens and R.J. Patty) 4 Rutene Road, Kaiti, 

Gisborne. 

The station call-sign was altered to “2ZM” on the 9
th
 August, 1926, and on the 4

th
 July, 

1928, the licence was re-issued in the name of Atwater Kent Radio Service, Gisborne. 

Messrs Patty and Stevens continued to operate the equipment. 

The station is still functioning and is at present licensed in the name of Mr P.R. Stevens, 

258 Gladstone Road, Gisborne. 
 

f) Station 2YK, Wellington. 

This station was first licensed by the Dominion Radio Company, Limited, on the 6
th
 

November, 1923, and appears to have been located in the old Dominion Newspaper 

Buildings, Plimmers Steps, Wellington. The station operators were Messrs D.A.V.C. 

Drummond and R.J.M. Haggett. 
 

In addition the Otago Radio Society {Association}, Dunedin, and the Radio Society of 

Christchurch were permitted to provide broadcast entertainment from experimental stations 

using the call-signs 4AB and 3AC, respectively. The equipment used by the Radio Society of 

Christchurch was owned by Mr J.I. Small {3AC} who in April, 1924, licensed the apparatus in 

his own name and established station 3YA. Station 4AB, which was not formally licensed until 

the 21
st
 April, 1926, is still operated privately by the Otago Radio Association (Inc.) whose 

present address is 180 Rattray Street, Dundein. This station’s call-sign was changed to “4ZB” 

on the 23
rd

 September, 1926, and to “4ZD” on the 24
th
 July, 1937. 

 

No additional information is available regarding the subsequent history of the privately-owned 

stations 1YA, 2YB, 2YK, 3YA, 4YA and 4YO mentioned above, but it is likely that they were 

acquired by the Radio Broadcasting Company of New Zealand, Limited, after that organization 

had contracted with the government on the 18
th
 July, 1925, to operate a subsidized 

broadcasting service at the four main centres. 

I hope the material presented will be sufficient for your purposes. Signed ?? D.G. 

Footnote: See P7T 1956/ 4014 for call-sign changes affecting 4YO (to 4YC) and 2ZM (to 2XM) 

etc in 1948.  
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The following page of transcript was noted in handwriting “Supplied 29/4/68” 
 

Q. What is the earliest known date of Amateur radio activity in New Zealand, licensed or 

unlicensed? 

A. The first experimental station was established at Canterbury College, Christchurch, in 

1914. 

As stated in the first paragraph of the attached summary, the first transmitting permit was 

issued to Dr Robert Jack of Dunedin on the 5
th
 December, 1921. About the same time 

temporary transmitting permits were granted to the under-mentioned firms and experimenters:- 
 

N. Arundel   Dunedin 

R. Bransgrove   Stratford 

British Electrical Coy (O’Neill) Dunedin 

W.K. Bunce   Timaru 

L.G. Freeman   Wanganui 

International Electric Co.  Wellington 

Dr. Jack    Dunedin 

A.J. McLeary {McClay}  Wellington 

R.J. Patty   Gisborne 

W.J. Sinclair   Gisborne 

C. Ward    Stratford 
 

These permits we not withdrawn upon the gazetting of the Regulations in January, 1923, but 

after that date separate licences were issued to cover the operation of broadcasting and amateur 

stations. 
 

Q.  Who were the first Amateurs in Wanganui before licensing and the first six who were 

licensed? 

A.  The first amateur licenses were issued under-mentioned persons who had established 

stations by {June} 1923:- 
 

{3AA}  Orbell, R.J.  Christchurch 9-6-23 

{4AB}  Otago Radio Association Dunedin      not formally licensed until 21-4-26 

{2AB}  Wilkinson, D.  Motueka  8-6-23 

{2AE}*  Patty, R.J.  Gisborne  

{2AC}  O’Meara, I.H.  Gisborne 

{2AD}  Stevens, P.R.  Gisborne 

{1AA}  Edwards, C.N.  Auckland 26-6-23 

{2AF}*  Sinclair, W.J.  Gisborne 

{1AB}  Penny, V.G.  Auckland 
 

Where * indicates previously held temporary permits. 
 

The following should have been included too; 
 

4AA  Bell, F.D.    7-6-23 

2AI  Harrison, W.L.    2-7-23 
 

The first licences in the Wanganui area appear to have been issued to:- 
 

{2AJ}  Bransgrove, T.H.  Stratford  25-7-23 

{2AG}  Ewen, L.K.  Wanganui ?-7-23 

{2AK}  Rowson, L.  Hawera  13-8-23 
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Atwater Kent Model 35 upside down radio restoration.  
By John Pettit 

My interest in radio started in the war years when I was given the remains of some 1920's 

radios from a building clearance. Because it was a novelty in those days, this led to a visit to 

the SOS radio shop which was just adjacent to the Civic Theatre in Queen Street. When money 

was available I built a Hikers One, and then with confidence, reaction sets which became 

family sets. I reached the age when work had to start and I became an electrical apprentice, but 

never forgot the old radios.  After the passing of many years and raising a family I graduated to 

be a technician in heavy industry. The arrival of TV and modernizing of radio receivers meant 

ancient radios came on the market at trade in rates or as gifts to get rid of them. I came by a 

number that my wife said were junk etc. 

The repairs were a hobby but burnt out transformers were not uncommon. Commercial 

travellers called on me and one in particular, also interested in radio, said he knew of a fellow 

called Bill Farmer who lived in One Tree Hill. Bill Farmer restored radios and did rewinds, so 

a friendship started. Bill did many a rewind for me and gave advice on servicing and provided 

circuits when needed. Once Bill had restored a radio he wanted to start the next one and often 

sold the completed set to me. Bill’s wife loved to entertain and fed me numerous morning teas 

so it was a pleasant time. 

Bill put me in touch with John Stokes who helped me with many battery set rebuilds. I was out 

of my depth in the company of such experts however they got me to join the NZVRS, which 

was just starting. I collected many radios from that era, some of which I still retain.  

The restoration of mains radios progressed when there was something of special interest in the 

cabinets or radio construction. Bill often told about new purchases from a dealer then the wife 

chose what fitted the household decor.  

The time came when in practical terms I wanted to downsize my collection and gave the task 

to my grandson. I gave him the cost and details per item and the money went towards his 

student fees. He did the advertising and did the toil. These days I have settled on repairs to 

battery sets which are tricky but with patience can be satisfying to get working. You need LV 

power supplies, Hi impedance speakers, and a supply of spare tubes. 
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The AK I purchased from the local 

TradeMe. I suspect the set was 

purchased from the U.S. as a do up 

job. When the remains of the set were 

examined I guessed it had never 

operated in NZ.  This radio must have 

been one the first taking advantage of 

the new 210A triodes.  The investors 

would go to the radio experts and say 

build us a workable radio then specify 

the dimensions. The next step was to 

go to the sheet metal shop and design 

a cabinet to suit with openings for cable entries and operating controls, all with a modern 

marketable appearance. The marketing department would say our name has got to prominent. 

And so they constructed something like an inverted kitchen sink with the name ATWATER 

KENT on top.   

This meant that the radio valves were mounted upside down and attached to side steel runners. 

The bottom steel plate had to be removed to replace valves when needed. The plate probably 

had rubber feet when new.  

 
 

 
 

The set when I took delivery of it had 6 valves; three were dud and were discarded. The upside 

down tubes caught my interest because I had not seen this arrangement before. The circuit was 
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conventional with 3 RF amplifiers, 1 detector and 2 output tubes. The 2nd and 3 third RF tubes 

had resistors in series with the grid supply leads and the values were not listed on the circuit 

diagram. They were wound on a flat strip with wire as fine as human hair and had 

disintegrated. By measuring some of the remains and multiplying by the length, I came up with 

180 ohms each. I fitted a couple of suitable resistors.  

 
 

The interstage coil feeding the detector had the primary winding open circuit. Someone had 

done an experimental pick at it which made it worse. This I decided to rewind once I found 

what AK had coated it with.  Examining the coil enabled me to get a rough idea of the number 

of turns and the winding direction. This was not a certainty however fortunately it was wound 

over the secondary which 

was intact. The grid leak was 

supplied to the filament pins 

through a centre tapped 

bridging resistor, made of 

the same fine wire and one 

side of that was open circuit.  

I made up a pair of 100 ohm 

resistors as specified in the 

circuit.  The grid leak 

resistor was fitted into two 

clips on a slender glass tube 

and was open circuit. I salvaged the brass ends and soldered a suitable resistor in place. 

The tuning condensers were ganged with a flat phosphor bronze strip located with pins on the 

drive pulleys and holes in the strip. The three pulleys were made of muck metal and these had 

disintegrated leaving me with some steel grub screws and a broken belt.  

 
A friend who knew what I was doing went through his junk box (he, like myself, never throws 

anything away) and produced 3 brass pulleys and some bronze strip from a later model. This 

enabled me to make a workable system. The tuning knob goes to the central condenser. The 

unit on one side went clockwise and the other anticlockwise. Clockwise, the central condenser 

had half turn stops, the others none.  AK had made dished bronze washers which fitted behind 

the drive pulleys on the shaft and this kept the moving vanes central. 

The fitting of workable tubes, a power supply and speaker, and the set was ready for testing on 

a trial run. The original cable connecting to the power supply had disintegrated so a 

replacement was made. These tests are never straight forward however, but after many 

adjustments I finally got a broadcast signal.  I decided this was as good a result as one would 

get from those low gain radios made in those early days. The radio must have pleased them 

because in the next model AK added another tube - because more is better! 

The restoration was a lengthy rebuild exercise on a set that was offered as the best available in 

the 1920 era. 
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Two Superb Crystal Set Entries in the AGM Competition from 

the workshop of Gerry Billman. 
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An R1155A Restoration   (part 1) from Ian Thomson 
 

Provenance: This is the story of Marconi R1155A communications receiver serial 
number 57016.  To be honest I cannot recall anything of its immediate pre-history; where 
this receiver came from or who gave it to me, or indeed if I bought it, but a precursory 
inspection potentially reveals its provenance.  The “OV” inspection marks and its poor 
condition suggest that I would not have bought it in England and shipped it over to New 
Zealand, instead this receiver had to fall under the description of “New Zealand new” 
because it looks similar to many other R1155A receivers that I have seen in New 
Zealand, which were quite possibly first fitted to each of the De Havilland Mosquito 
aircraft that were bought in 1945 and then flown over here.  Also this receiver does not 
carry the ubiquitous valve equivalent list, pasted inside the Aluminium case that signifies 
it was an English surplus market sell-off. 
For a long while this receiver had sat underneath my workbench with several other receivers 
consigned to donor status.  Although I had removed parts of this receiver, these had all been 
removed sympathetically for the purposes of understanding the wiring in the hard to see BFO 
and infamous coil box, as a reference while I rebuilt an R1155N.  After finishing my R1155N 
receiver, which I am delighted to say made the front and inside cover of Radio Bygones issue 
141, I then concluded my Hallicrafters S-27 rebuild that I had started some while earlier.  
Meanwhile, I presented the R1155N rebuild at a Christchurch NZVRS and later at a QST 
meeting.  Over this period I received a couple of requests to restore an R1155, therefore I 
decided that R1155A serial number 57016 should be restored.  By accepting this task, I by 
default, felt that the quality of this restoration project would be a testament to the tenacity and 
diligence applied – there is no substitute and this job would be undertaken accordingly.  This 
meant restoring this receiver was going to take many months to complete but nevertheless 
presented an interesting challenge. 
 

 
 

Figure 1 Original Receiver 
 

This first photograph shows the sorry state this receiver was in.  This particular receiver had 
undergone all the usual Direction Finding (DF) circuitry amputations and had been subjected 
to further drill and even hacksaw damage (behind the front panel metal plate), as one of its 
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previous owners decided to personalise this victim of his endeavours.  Official and original 
manuals state that the DF circuit can simply be disabled by removing the three valves unique 
to the DF circuit – no modifications are necessary – but despite this, these receivers were 
frequently subject to personalisation.  The front panel was missing most of the controls and 
associated name plates, there were several enlarged and new holes, the Jones plug assembly 
was removed and the front Perspex screen was in a very poor way.  Internally the DF valves 
and components had gone but whilst most everything else was still present, the rubber sleeved 
wiring had perished and was in a very dangerous state.  Thus my mission was quite clear; a 
complete strip down and rebuild was necessary, supplemented by some ingenuity to fabricate 
facsimile DF parts.  There was never going to be any chance that I would find all the missing 
DF parts, therefore this part of the rebuild would be demanding but at least the receiver would 
appear complete both externally and internally.  Above all I most wanted the receiver part to 
work just as it should. 
 

 
 

Figure 2 Stripped Chassis 
 

Starting somewhere. Initially the remaining elements of the electronics were removed to 
leave the bare chassis frame.  This frame had a broken arm and several new holes in the front 
panel, which was a shame because otherwise the condition of the front panel crackle finish was 
excellent.  Nonetheless the front panel finish had to be removed using several coats of paint 
stripper so that standard body filler could be used to plug the “extra” holes.  To fill the holes, 
masking tape was fastened inside the chassis and several layers of car body filler were applied, 
followed by hand sanding between each application until the filler was smooth.  Aluminium is 
a forgiving metal and sands back very well, making it possible to remove minor gouges in the 
metal work and to level the filler by hand sanding, before spraying.  Therefore the entire 
chassis was thoroughly degreased and hand sanded back to bright metal before being taken to a 
local aluminium welding expert to repair the broken chassis member.  Originally these chassis 
members were electrically spot-welded together; however gas welding was used here, which 
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required further sanding and filing to remove any welding surpluses.  On a hot, sunny, wind-
free day and using a tin of specialist crinkle spray paint, the front panel was re-sprayed with 
the remaining chassis masked off to prevent over-spray.  After spray painting, the chassis was 
left in the sun to properly crinkle, however the result was somewhat disappointing with 
different shades of crinkle finish resulting, despite following the instructions implicitly.  I have 
faced this problem several times 
before and inevitably I had 
already accepted that I needed 
to “wash paint” the surface with 
a watered down black paint, in 
order to provide a consistent 
finish that does not vary in sun 
light when inspected closely  
With all the parts removed, I 
elected to complete the 
individual component strip 
down and cleaning processes 
first, to get this task out of the 
way.  This is a messy job I hate 
doing, mostly because it 
requires the utmost patience to 
avoid damaging anything, no 
matter how stubborn the 
residual wire or component is to 
remove.  Next I continued with 
the tubular capacitors by 
removing their end screw caps 
using a pair of pliers and a 10mm diameter nut to avoid tooling damage by my pair of pliers 
and to give a better grip of the screw thread.  By clamping the remains of the wire tail in a vice, 
I slowly heated the upside down capacitor with a blow torch, which melts the internal wax and 
tar causing the outer case to fall off exposing the innards.  This inevitably leaves a tar residue 
that I removed using clean white spirit.  Once the capacitor outer case had been cleaned on a 
lathe, modern replacement capacitors were inserted inside the cans and the screw plates were 
re-instated by reversing their removal process and reforming the aluminium skirts using a flat 
bladed screwdriver, taking care to ensure that the capacitor sat upright in the metal radio 
chassis afterwards.  For this receiver, I was fortunate to find just enough original tubular 
capacitors, although I might mention that it is possible to fabricate copies from an Aluminium 
rod on a lathe, which includes machining out the middle to take the replacement capacitors.  
For my earlier R1155N rebuild I had some special rubber ink stamps made replicating graphics 
I had designed on my computer.  Most importantly these graphics accommodated the change in 
fonts and the King’s Crown symbol.  These stamps had cost me approximately $18 each but 
then I could use them time and again and they were used for stamping all the tubular and block 
capacitors in this receiver restoration too. 
Arguably the coil box is the most complex, daunting and time consuming section of the 
receiver to strip down and rejuvenate but it has to be done.  I found that each of the ferrite 
cores could be removed from their coils by gently heating them using an electric blow torch 
and very carefully unscrewing them.  Each ferrite core is colour coded and each coil former 
needs its matching ferrite core for correct alignment, therefore the positions and orientations of 
each of these coils and their ferrites were noted.  After much trial and error, I found that the 
white “tooth paste” used to lock the ferrite in place will easily dissolve in CRC

®
 engine 

 

 

Figure 3 Emptying the Tubular Capacitors 
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cleaner, making it convenient to use an 8mm 
diameter bolt to clean each of the inductor 
core threads.  Finally, the inductance range 
of each coil was measured before replacing 
them in the coil box case, which was 
degreased and polished whilst stripped out.  
Each of the Yaxley rotary switch plates was 
renovated using oven cleaner and an old 
paint brush to clean the metal contacts and 
remove all the grease from the Paxolin 
carriers.  There are also several tubular 
capacitors inside the coil box, thus all their 
cans were emptied and filled with modern 
equivalent capacitors too.  After heating and 
removing the old capacitor core as above, I 
drilled a very small hole next to the bottom 
fixing stud for the wire of the new (axial) 
capacitor to pass through and wrap around 
the stud to make the second contact to the 
capacitor case, when bolted back in position.  
The top entry point was filled using a piece 
of black cardboard cut to the right diameter 
and pushed in to place.  All the silver mica      Figure 4 Cleaning the Coil Box Coil Threads 
capacitors were measured and verified to be 
inside specification before being replaced. To track the rewiring of the coil box in particular 
(and the receiver overall), I would strongly recommend printing the circuit diagram across 
several A3 sheets and using a highlighter pen to mark off the connections, whilst adding pencil 
notes in those parts of the circuit diagram where the connections appear to be short but in 
practice are not and hence need to be connected later. 
 

 
 

Figure 5 Coil Box After Rebuild 
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All the valve bases and remaining Paxolin circuit boards were cleaned and washed using oven 
cleaner.  Freshening up the aluminium valve screens, IF cans and coil cases was done by 
Albert Smith (of NZVRS Christchurch), who fitted these on to a special wooden mandrel that 
he turned on his wood lathe, which allowed him to spin these in the same lathe and clean them 
using a steel woollen pad soaked in white spirit.  This process is very effective at removing the 
years of accumulated dirt and corrosion, leaving the parts looking fantastic.  Thank you Albie, 
for doing such a great job.  Cleaning the aluminium cases this way removes all the original 
inspector’s stamps and stores reference numbers.  For my R1155N rebuild I had replaced these 
marks using Letraset

®
 which is very tedious and time consuming but does complete a 

restoration process.  To avoid repeating that chore this time, I bought a combined 4mm and 
5mm font rubber printing set off eBay for $25 that emulated the old “John Bull” printing sets 
that I remember from years ago.  The font appeared sufficiently similar to the original font too.  
Significantly, this printing set gave me the flexibility to replicate all the different stores 
reference numbers and to vary the inspector numbers for each of the inspector stamps I added 
around the receiver, including those on the coil and BFO boxes.  The outer ring of the 
inspector’s stamps was recreated using a fine tipped, permanent black marker and a suitably 
sized washer.  In keeping with another R1155A receiver of the same lineage, I hand wrote 
some stores numbers using a white ink gel pen.  There is little doubt that stamps were 
originally used in the production of these receivers because the closed parts of some letters 
such as “p” and “o”, for example, were fully enclosed.  I fully appreciate that adding back the 
stamps is an additional task but to my mind this differentiates a “clean and sparkling receiver” 
from a true restoration that seeks to preserve the details originally part of the receiver build, 
making the extra effort worthwhile. 
 

 
 

Figure 6 Printing and Stamping 
 

Part 2 of this interesting story will conclude in the next issue. 
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Some Radio Restorations  (part 1)  from Albert Smith 
 

Dear Editor, You have not heard from me for some time; the reason being I have been busy 
restoring radios would you believe.  It occurred to me recently that I should put together some 
before and after photos of some of the restorations I have completed over the last couple of 
years, and if you have a space in a future Bulletins you may wish to show them. 
Most of them could be considered basket cases; I don't know how I end up with them, but I do 
like the challenge and I quite enjoy the woodwork part as well as the radio itself. I do not have 
a write up and photos of the work in progress that these radios required; it would become quite 
boring and repetitive to keep quoting it.  
In all of the radios shown the cabinets have been completely disassembled, a lot of re 
veneering had to be done, and some of the cathedral shells have had to be remade because of 
de-laminating and borer. In some cases I was not being able to match the damaged veneer, and 
a fair bit of the grill fretwork needed repairs. All chassis have been completely dis-assembled 
and replated, [except the Gulbransen; where I tried my hand at a wrinkle paint finish] and most 
of the speakers had to be dismantled and cleaned and repainted because of excessive rust. 
The first 3 [Philco] radios listed below, the finish I used was initially Wattyl rubbing stain [or a 
combination of several colours] followed by several coats of satin polyurethane, with light 
sanding between coats.  What I used to finish the other 3 [and intend to continue using] is 
Rustins dye stain, followed by Briwax sanding sealer, and the Briwax polish, again with light 
roughing up with fine steel wool or sanding. I am not a purist when it comes to restoring, I like 
to keep the appearance the same but I do not dig out old capacitors to stuff a new one inside; 
some of these radio are so far gone anything I do to them has to be an improvement. 
You could well ask ‘where did these radios come from?’; fellow club member David Fahy 
alerts me to any radios that appear at Bell's Auctions at Kaiapoi, that is where the Philco 81, 
the Gulbransen, and the Ultimate came from possibly deceased estates. The Philco 89 a swap 
for a couple of ordinary radio, the Philco 71 was offered it to me as the owner only acquired it 
for the shadow meter [I then had to steal one out of another Philco set]. The Clarion was a 
payment [or punishment] in kind for a favour that I had done for a member of our group. 
I, like you, would like to know some of the history to some of these radios, and I usually ask 
but it seems as though they have been stored away for years and when they do see the light of 
day there is nobody about to tell their story. 
I restored a Philco 60 a few years back [It was the one that I took along to the Club the night 
you had the trip down here a few years back] and stapled onto the inside of the shell was a 
Beggs repair label, with the name of the owner and the street address here in Ch-Ch. I often 
thought what the present owner at that address say if I arrived at their door with the radio and 
say that it once lived there in the early 1930's, they would probably think I was mad. 
And the question that is often asked "do they work" - to me the restoration is not finished until 
it is up and running. After an alignment, if I can tune in 5 or 6 stations across the band with a 
short aerial during daylight hours with reasonable volume I am quite happy. I do not usually 
buy new valves unless I can help it as most of these radios are put on the shelf and probably 
not turned on very often. I would/could not take a restored radio along to the Club on a 
meeting night unless I can plug it in and show that it works. 
Some times I have enhanced their performance a little, example, if the secondary of a 2nd IF 
[Philco] is not tuned, a bee-hive trimmer across it can make a big difference. 
I burnt the photos on the CD in the order that the radios are listed below, but when viewed they 
are quite mixed up. I am sure you will be able to sort them out with the information provided.   
Albert’s pictures deserve greater space to fully appreciate his restorations, but even in the 

bulletin compressed mode the essence I am sure is still obvious. The three Philco restorations 

are highlighted here following; part 2 should appear in the next issue. Ed. 
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Philco Model 81B 
The Philco 81B was produced in 1932/33, is a 4 valve regenerative superhet with police band. 
They used 2 x 36, and a 42, as well as an 80. 
It sold cheaply at $18.75, the idea was to lure customers into the showroom to have a look, it 
was then the salesman’s job to talk the customer up to a more expensive model.  However, it 
didn't work out like that, the model 81B became very popular with near 200,000 (ie 196,175) 
units being made. 
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Philco Model 89B 
The Philco 89B was produced in 1933 with police band.  The valve line up 44's RF & IF, 77 
Mix, 75 Det, 42 Output, 80 Rec. A similar version of the 89 used a 36 instead of the 77 for the 
oscillator. It sold for $30.00 and 94,390 were made. 
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Philco Model 71 
This model was a 7 valve BC only, first produced in 1932. Philco produced a later model in 
1933 that had a shadow meter fitted and a different dial escutcheon. 
The valve line up 44's for RF & If, 36 for mixer, 37 Det, 44 for Det Amp, 42 Output, Rec 80 
 

  
 

  
 

This item will be continued next issue. 
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Musick Point Radio – Calibration Report 29 November 1948 
 

The follow summary found in our library was from a paper carbon copy in poor condition. 

Considering the station has been closed for 20 years (30 September 1993) perhaps it is fitting 

to reflect on the apparatus and services in use there 65 years ago. 
  

Equipment in Service, Transmitting Station Musick Radio HFDF Station 
 

Transmitter 

Equipment 

Type 

Serial 

No. 
Maker 

Frequency 

Allocated 

(kc/s) 

Aerial type Service 

396 SW1 104 C&B 
10652 & 

6820 

½ Wave 

stub 

matched 

ZLB 

1038 SW 67 AWA 
8945 & 

8895 

½ wave 

Delta 

Fanzaro point 

to point. 

1038 SW 68 AWA 8523 
Build out 

section  

Fanzaro point 

to point. 

1039 MW 100 AWA 
390, 500 & 

445 

“T” Aerial 

tuned for 

390 kHz 

Aircraft & 

spare (marine) 

539 MW 129 C&B 1840 
Shunt fed 

tower 

Small shipping 

service 

141 SW 369 C&B   Spare 

1041 SW 338 C&B 18845 Array 
High speed 

data 

1040 SW 193 C&B 10645 Array 
High Speed 

data 

1043 SW 384 C&B 6557 
½ wave 

build out 
Fanzaro 

416 SW 277 C&B 
4260 & 

5800 

½ wave 

Delta 
Emergency 

1040 SW 171 C&B 5668 
Build out 

section 
Fanzaro 

1041 MW 666 C&B 445 & 500 “T” Aerial Marine 

AT3  484 RCA Victor  Marconi Spare 

542 SW 536 AWA 14500 Delta 
Fazaro & 

point to point 

213D 15 Collins USA 

7915, 

12800, 

16220, 

5668, 8895, 

11344, 

14500, 6557 

& 8523. 

Balanced 

aerial line 
 

 

Note: FANZARO was the South Pacific Route Service Manual published by South Pacific Air 

Transport Council.  “High Speed Data” was presumably the Teleprinter service @ 50 bds? 
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How to build a 2 Valved Radio c1929  - final part 3 
 

 
 

21. Battery Connections (contd).  The five battery connections are now all fixed to their 

terminals inside the set. The other end of the 5-way cable is passed through the hole 

in the back of the cabinet. The red and black wires should be terminated with spade 

terminals of the same colours, and the brown, green and gold leads should have 

wander plugs attached. Care should be taken to ensure that the ends of the wire made 

good contact with the plugs and spade terminals. Lisenin Positive Grip plugs and 

terminals are recommended. 

 

 

 
 

22. Inductance Coil.  The inductance coil shewn is a No. 60 (Edison-Bell Radio) centre 

tapped. The plug on the short flexible lead from the earth terminal is plugged into the 

socket as shewn. With the average aerial the tuning range will include most of the 

broadcast wave band. For 5XX and Radio-Paris stations a coil No. 250 will be 

required. This also must be centre tapped. 
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23. The Valves. 2 volt Mullard valves are recommended. The first (detector) is a PM1 

HF valve. This is shewn in position. The valve being placed in its holder is the low 

frequency amplifier and is a PM2. The set is now ready to be slipped into its cabinet 

and is ready to work when connected to aerial, earth, batteries and earphones. 

 

 

 

 
 

24. Connecting Up.  The slack in the battery cable should be pulled through the hole in 

the cabinet, and the grid bias plugs inserted in the battery which is fixed to the inside 

of the cabinet. The red plug is pushed firmly into the socket marked + and the black 

plug in the fourth socket from the + (positive). The black and red flex will be long 

enough to reach the floor (on which the 2 Volt accumulator usually stands) and the 

spade terminals are joined to the respective terminals of the accumulator. 
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25. The Set Finished. The three short leads of the battery cable go to the High Tension 

battery. The brown wire to the negative (-), the green to 60, and the gold to the 

highest number (100 or 120) according to the size of the battery in use. The local 

station and 5XX will “come in” at fair loud-speaker strength and over a dozen distant 

stations have been logged in as many minutes. 

 

I was intrigued to see they were not going to give the basics away by having the circuit on one 

of the cards – or perhaps that was considered unnecessary as the instructions themselves 

should have allowed the average builder to construct the set. Perhaps a member could sketch 

this out sometime from the information provided in these instructions? Ed. 

 
 

Handy Tools – The Crystal Puller 
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MARKETPLACE 
Advertisements for the next bulletin 
should reach the editor by the 15

th
 of the 

prior month. These must be neatly hand 
printed, typed or printed on a separate 
page, posted to the NZVRS (for details see 

page 2) or emailed to nzvrs@pl.net   
Please - no verbal or telephoned adverts, 
also don’t forget to include some contact 
details; eg postal, telephone & email if 
applicable. There is no charge for 
members’ adverts but please remember 
that the NZVRS is not responsible for any 
transactions between members. 
 

AVAILABLE 
 

Valve Cartons – plain white flat packs 
• Small size $12 per 100 
• GT size $12 per 100 
• Medium size $15 per 100 
• Large size $25 per 100 

NZ & Oz supplied, contact Paul for post 
and package charges per order. 
Contact: Paul Burt, 44 Hastings St West, 
Christchurch 8023.  
Tel: 03 - 960 7158, Mob: 021 0236 1748 
Email: dawn.lloyd@clear.net.nz  
 

Society Sales: 
NZVRS CAPACITORS for sale to 
NZVRS NZ members only please order 
via Bryan Powell, 279 Spur Road, RD3, 
Silverdale,  0993.   
Tel: 09 - 44 22 514 or 029 415 5119  
Email, . bryan.powell@emc.co.nz   
 

Metal polyester film, axial leads, (µF): 
0.001 630 Volts 50 cents each 
0.002 630 volts  50 cents each 
0.01 630 Volts 50 cents each 
0.022 630 Volts 50 cents each 
0.033 630 Volts 50 cents each 
0.05 630 Volts 50 cents each 
0.1 630 Volts 50 cents each 
0.22 630 Volts 50 cents each 
0.33 630 Volts 50 cents each 
1uF 400 Volts $1.00 each 
Electrolytic capacitors, polarized, axial 

10µF  450 Volts $1.50 each 
20µF 450 Volts $2.00 each 
40µF 450 Volts $3.00 each 
47uF 450 Volts $3.50 each 
100µF 450 Volts $5.00 each 
Lamps 6.3 volts 150 mA (low wattage)  
MES & Bayonet   50c each 
 

Additional specials while stocks last: 
Box of 10, globular 12volt, 250mA MES 
lamps at $2 per box. 
0.1uF 630 Volt (tangential leads), 20c each 
0.1 uF 1200 V (axial leads) plastic film, 20c 
each 
0.02uF 250 Volt disc ceramic capacitors  10 
for $1.00 

Please add $3.50 per order for P&P. 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Power plugs (Tilley white plastic type with 
unprotected brass pins as pictured above) 
available at 50 cents each plus $4 post and 
package per set of 4 (ie $6 for set of 4, posted 
to an NZ address).   
KTW62 valves (actually VR100 10E/278 or 
6U7 GT, CV1100) NOS $1 each collected 
club nights or $15 for packs of 5 P&P 
inclusive. Quantity limited and may be 
rationed per member.  
Contact the NZVRS Secretary Paul 
Woodcock, 2 Levy Road, Glen Eden, 
Auckland 0602. 
Email: paul.woodcock@opus.co.nz  

------------------------------------------------- 
All Society Sales cheques to be made out to 

the “NZVRS” and crossed "Not 

Transferable" please. Direct banking 

options are also available to the NZVRS 

ASB bank account – see bottom of page 

inside front cover of this bulletin. 
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Available: 
Bob Kean has the following items available for 
sale at 23A Reservoir Street, Putaruru;  
Tel: 021 123 1039 
Email: bobtheresek@gmail.com 

Ultimate Skyscraper console C8, Gulbranson 
526, Radion, Ambassador, Clipper, Bell Colt 
chassis x 2, Maroon Colt cabinet, Kaddett table 
model EY – battery, Philips V7A, Philips Radio 
Player P156, Zenith model 5J-217 ac/dc, R B 
Ultimates  x2, Large Bakerlite Philips set with 
side contact valves , Cromwell set with 
excellent veneer, PYE PZ101, Sonolor (unusual 
German set) $100, Grundig clock radio , HMV 
painted cabinet, Philips 812 damaged dial glass, 
Rogers tombstone 4625 excellent cbt $100, 
Approx 1000 valves, 
Precision Valve Tester (working) $120,  
Signal Generator & cap tester $60,  
Heaps of radio circuits,  
Black & White TVs  3x:  4”, 6” & 10” 
New capacitors, New resistors,  
Power transformers & lots of other stuff  
 

Wanted: 
Dear member, I need to purchase some 
gramophone needles in good condition. Please 
contact Des Davey, 16 View Rd, Te Kuiti or 
phone 07- 878 7315 after 7pm. 
 

Wanted:  
Although clocks are not normally requested in 
the NZVRS magazine, I would be very 
interested to hear from anyone who has a 
genuine Type I, RAF Sector Clock.  These 
clocks possess the characteristic red, yellow and 
blue circle of triangles spaced every five 
minutes around the dial face used to time stamp 
the incoming RDF (radar) contacts being 
plotted in the various RDF plotting rooms.  In 
practice many more of these clocks were used 
elsewhere as a cover-up for their true purpose in 
the top secret RDF deployment program.  These 
clocks were made from approximately 1937 to 
1941 either by Elliott or Stockall and Marples, 
possess a fusee clock movement and are usually 
stamped accordingly both on the movement and 
sometimes on the outside wooden case as well.   

 
 
If any member has one of these clocks that 
they are willing to part with then I would 
love to hear from them with a view to 
purchasing it from them. Thank you. 
Contact Ian Thomson   
ian.thompson@clear.net.nz 
 

 
 

Wanted:  

A tidy, Mountjoy “Radiojoy” mantel radio 
similar to the pic below. Not necessarily in 
working order. Reasonable price paid (incl 
freight if necessary) for a clean/restorable 
example. This is for a friend, a direct 
descendant (grandson) of the original 
founder of this Auckland Co, (F.W. 
Mountjoy), who wants a keepsake of his 
family’s radio manufacturing history. 
Any/all examples seriously considered. 
Mark Thomson. A/hrs (09) 473 8388.  
Bus: 021 247 3838 or 021 285 3794. 
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