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EDITORIAL 
 

How incredible that after so many years of 
public broadcasting in New Zealand, the services 
of an independent news facility, FM 
broadcasting and advertisement free 
transmissions are under such serious political 
threat today. Taxpayer funded “luxuries” of such 
ilk are to be shaved from the public purse and 
proposals such as limited hours of transmission, 
releasing FM frequencies (to privatisation) and 
returning to AM frequencies for the national and 
concert programmes seems incredible and 
preposterous proposals. 
However looking at the overseas closures of 
high powered shortwave transmission facilities, 
the migration to the internet of all types of 
“webcasters” with their own independent 
characters of programme, it seems the old adage 
“that which is wireless will become wired and 
that which is wired will become wireless” may 
be coming more true. We have seen the wide 
swing from fixed wiring telephone service to an 
almost universal mobile phone community, 
increased “cable to the home’ promises for 
internet and TV, digital satellite service and so 
on. Fine for those who want to and can afford to 
enjoy such technology; however there has been a 
long historical background of commercial free 
radio in NZ and it is one whose service far 
exceeds the commercial networks that fill the 
airwaves today.  
Maybe the change back to AM will revive 
interest in ‘vintage’ radio; however it seems an 
incredible backward step, even in terms of sound 
quality that we have become so accustomed to, 
after waited for so long.  
This could be the trigger for increased interest 
and hence value of vintage AM radios.    
Cheers, David Crozier 
 

Cover Picture: 
 

Save Radio New Zealand! 

Not just the RNZ International 

Service is at risk today, but the 

whole of public broadcasting as we 

know it is under the government’s 
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Correspondence & Feedback 
 

30 Years of membership of our Society  

From Mark Thomson <mookmook@ihug.co.nz> 
 

Hi David, 

Seasons Greetings to you, your family and also to the Executive of the NZVRS. 

Firstly, It was a real surprise and indeed a great honour, to receive your letter, the Certificate and the 

free membership for 2010 in recognition of my 30 years with the NZVRS. 

Thank you very much. 

30 Years!!!---Wow!!--where has the time gone? 
 

I am proud to have been one of those who sat (very ogle-eyed and in awe of the Master, John Stokes) 

on the floor of his radio shop at 1161 Dominion Rd and those first, new, tentative, steps we took, in 

the first few months after the gestation of the Society, late in '79. 

There have been many highlights for me over the last 30yrs, contributing to both Johns "Golden Age-

-" books, three NZVRS Exhibitions, Field Days, Garage sales and two terms as National Secretary 

but without doubt, the one that stands” head and shoulders" above them all, is the people--the friends 

that I have done it with--many now sadly have left us for "The Great Grid in the Sky" but so too, 

there are many with whom, I still keep in regular contact. 

One of my great passions within our hobby, is the Historical research of Companies and radios they 

made, during the period of the Great Depression (‘29 to ca. ‘35). 

The man that "lit the fire of radio passion" for me was of course my Dad, a Radio serviceman 

himself, for Vic and Clive Johns (Johns Ltd / Wellmayde) here in Auckland, from 1931 to 1935 and a 

Radio ham (ZL1KB) Licensed AK166 in 1934, and save for the war - active until 5 years before his 

death in 1988. 

Researching these Co's and the people who made it all happen during those impoverished years, 

brings an added dimension to the hobby for me. 
 

Please, could you convey my sincere thanks to the Exec. Team of the NZVRS for the recognition 

bestowed upon myself (and the other Foundation members of the NZVRS) in reaching this milestone. 

I see where there is just 14 or so of us who've made it through to 30 year membership status--!!, 

Hahahaha -- and with the grace of God, I’m going to be a ripe old age if we're talking 50 years of 

membership in 2029!!!!!. 

I say "talking" as I wonder at the potential of my keyboard skills 20 years hence!! 

A Happy, Healthy and Safe New Year to you, your Family and the NZVRS Exec.! 

Kind Regards, 

Mark Thomson 

 

In a similar vein to several other foundation members’ replies, Archie Hisock wrote: 

 

“I write to express my appreciation of the 30 year membership certificate sent recently. It was quite a 

surprise to receive it – how can 30 years have passed already? It is interesting to note that I still have 

a few contemporaries. 

Thanks also for the years free membership. As I have not contributed much towards the club 

activities over the years, I am including a [rather generous. Tres.] donation cheque to help keep 

things going. I imagine there could be some expenses in the future to electronically store and index 

all the library material and perhaps make provisions to use email for the distribution of the Bulletin. 

At my age I am probably out of date already with my ideas! 

In closing thanks again and my kind regards to the executive for all their time and trouble. 

Yours sincerely, Archie Hiscock   

 



Info on New Zealand made Ultimate Ekco radio 

From:  "Prado.au" <prado.au@gmail.com> 

 

Hi, I'm looking for some info on an Ultimate Ekco (NZ) Co LTD Auckland radio. Serial Number 

RCN 197367... As I would like to restore it. 

The RCN is quite a way from the numbers so I'm wondering if that is the Model Number? As no 

other markings 

on the radio or 

chassis 

identifies the 

model. 

 

The radio has 

both New 

Zealand and 

Australian 

station 

markings and 

it is a tall 

mantel / table 

model in a 

timber case... 

See attached 

pics. 

 

The valve line 

up include: 

6BA6 ( difficult to read markings) 

6BE6 ( difficult to read markings) 

EF41 

6AV6 

???? Broken / Missing - same base as 

EF41 

???? I think it is a rectifier 6X4 (again 

hard to read markings - 

almost wiped clean) 

 

Would you be able to help me 

identify the radio and perhaps 

point me in the direction 

where I may be able to get a 

circuit? I need to identify the 

missing / broken valve. 

I'm from across the Tasman 

so any help would be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

TIA Rob 

 



Info hunting on the " Philips Radioplayer P626 " Tombstone  
From: "Stu McLeod - Stushe Ltd" <stushe@slingshot.co.nz> 
Dear NZVRS , 

Good morning and hello from Napier ! 

I am seeking information regarding an early Philips Radioplayer Tombstone Model P626, its possibly 

been built in the 1936/37 era ( I’m guessing the data by the design ) 

I have only ever found one trace of this radio before with the term Radioplayer , and that was on 

Trademe - its long been sold. 
  

Would it be possible to ask kindly if the Librarian has access to the Philips data , and could identify 

this radio, and do you have Schematics ? 

Id really appreciate any info that might turn up, and would of course be prepared to cover fees that 

would be involved for supplying such info . 
  

Please see the attached photos of this set . 
  

Kind Regards, Stu McLeod, Taradale, Napier. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Southern Soundings – from Pete Ingram 
 

A good turnout of Christchurch members, 19 in all, arrived for the November meeting. After a 

general all round discussion on projects, problems and parts, John Dodgson had the floor to explain 

the methods and calculations that are commercially required for transformer construction. He then 

explained his current work in restoring Akaroa's original Peltman wheel driven electrical power 

plant that first became operational in 1911 and puttered on until its closure during 1955. 

The unit was then transferred to Maruia Springs to provide power to the earlier hotel complex until 

vandalised by fire during the 1980s. So, its was a bit of blackened mess when John got stuck into it 

on its return to Akaroa. It is now freshly re-estab1ished back in the unit's original building and will 

become operational around March 2010. John's 'slide show' certainly depicts the enormous effort 

and excellent workmanship that he has put into the project, having also managed to get the switch 

board very nearly back to its original GE presentation. 

 

Paul Burt turned up with an example of the Bulletin's August cover subject - 1955 Collier & Beale 

Model 5155 with a cabinet coloured an unusual shade of dying lettuce green. Quite a neat little unit, 

once one has got over the shock of seeing its Bakelite chassis. It would certainly be advisable to 

keep the back cover in position when dusting while the little mantel is in an operational mode. And 

a couple of Marconi Rl155s were on parade, now commonly coming up for discussion, as it is Ian 

Thompson's favoured subject - his dad having in the past, operated the TRl154-5 5 installations on 

RAF Transport Command aircraft as late as the 1960s. 

 

And then Jim dipped into his black CCC rubbish bag and drew out a somewhat cubic shaped mantel 

set, possibly from the late 1950s, that was not too unattractive to the eye when one became used to 

the odd eccentricity contained in the front panel. Jim explained it was one of first solid state 

domestic radios. Members then found out that this was quite so, as the whole thing was just a heavy 

lump of varnished wood. It would be advisable to check all objects are fully operational before 

purchasing anything from Jim's black bag!   [The so called “Woods Radio” appeared in the 

November Bulletin (page 23) for those interested. Ed.] 

 

Things were then somewhat noisy and confused for a time after this bit of nonsense and the 

subsequent running of the raffle only added to the jovial atmosphere. It is believed David Chapple 

went off with a bag of lollies, before interest in supper took over the meeting. 

 
 

A horror picture:  
from Rex Handcock 

 

The humble tap-on three pin power plug – here it 

has been a replacement for the original plug and 

obviously by someone who was not too skilled at 

this sort of thing.  

The separation between the phase and neutral wires 

(with excessive stripping) is less than 1 mm with 

bare wires on either side.  

A dramatic occurrence just waiting to happen! 
 

 

Take care and pride in your work ~ 

especially when rewiring plugs! 

‘Craft to last’. 



A Christchurch character; 
Charles Emery Louis Field  28.7.30 – 4.9.09 
 

Charlie Field was know throughout New Zealand through his shop Elequip, Charlie to those who 

did not know him well was a bit of an enigma. He was born in Budapest, Hungary and named 

Charles Emery Louis Fekete. Known as Fekete Louie, he later changed his surname to Field when 

he came to New Zealand. [Fekete means black in Hungarian. Ed] 
 

Charlie was locally schooled in Budapest until 1939 when 

he won a prestigious scholarship to a monastery in Eger, 

Hungary – closer to the boarder with Slovenia. There he 

was taught by monks until he was about 18. This was a 

great step Charlie’s education – he was a scholar who loved 

reading and soaked up everything bit of information he 

came in contact with.  Charlie was an intelligent man but 

never tried to sell himself as an intellectual. He was fluent 

in Hungarian, German, English, was not bad at French and 

read Latin. 
 

When Charlie left the monastery he went into the army to 

continue his education. He got a degree in electrical 

engineering and became an officer in the armoured tank 

division of the Hungarian Army. [We won’t mention the 

war]. 
 

In 1956, when the Russians invaded Hungary to settle the 

populous uprising, Charlie was still in the army. He is 

mentioned in David Irving’s book “Uprising” as Lieutenant 

Fekete being sent out to locate the enemy and Charlie 

returning saying “the Russians are here”.  
 

At this point Charlie knew it was time to leave Hungary and he headed to Austria. He would sleep 

during the day and travel at night. When he got to Austria he was promptly arrested and jailed for a 

month while his identity and details could be verified, he then was sent to a refugee camp. 
 

Most of the Hungarians in the camp wanted to go to America but Charlie had visions of going to 

Australia via New Zealand. He made his way here on a DC3. That was over 50 years ago and 

Charlie always said that every day was a bonus. 
 

When Charlie got to New Zealand he was sent to Christchurch to work for the Post Office, he also 

did extra work as a cleaner and gardener. I never saw any gardening prowess from him and if you 

ever visited his shop you wouldn’t think he did much cleaning either… 
 

The Post Office wanted to send him to Invercargill but he declined, instead Charlie went to 

Canterbury University and started a law degree. I don’t know how far he got but he saw an advert 

for a garage full of radios for sale at one pound and this was the start of Charlie’s business in radio 

repair. 
 

Charlie’s first shop was in Ferry Road then he moved to slightly larger premises also in Ferry Road, 

before finally buying the premises at 323 Cashel Street and calling his business there “Elequip” - 

over 40 years ago. 
 



Everyone seems to have differing memories of Elequip, and over the years it went through various 

stages of remodelling, however in the last few years Charlie had an internal water feature whenever 

it rained. 

Charlie and his wife Lois lived on the site and brought up their three children there. Lois said at one 

stage “Charles is 60 next year and I’ll start getting him to wind down with the shop”, then later it 

was “Charles is 70 next year and I’ll put the pressure on him to get out of the shop”. In 2008 the 

family finally managed to persuade Charlie and Lois to move out and into a home without the water 

features. 
 

Elequip was one of those places that people interested in our hobby enjoyed fossicking about in 

enjoying the ambiance and looking for that elusive part. Most casual visitors didn’t seem to 

appreciate that Charlie knew exactly where everything was and what it was worth, they wasted lots 

of time looking so would eventually give up and ask him. Charlie would say “wait a minute”, 

disappear then pop up with the required item some moments later. 
 

Charlie was extremely well read and unassuming, although he certainly had a certain presence about 

him. He was most comfortable in his old overalls, with his pipe and flavoured coffee, doing the 

crossword (it was a rarity for the crossword to fox him). 
 

 

Charlie could not bear 

fools or people trying to 

sell themselves or think 

themselves as better 

than anyone else. He 

had a unique sense of 

humour and would 

quietly have the last 

laugh and win on most 

occasions. For example, 

one customer came into 

the shop to collect her 

repair and commented 

how much she hated the 

Julie Andrews music 

that Charlie was playing 

and did not know how 

people could stand to 

listen to it. Charlie said 

nothing, just gave 

himself a wee smile and 

immediately added 20% 

to her bill. 
 

 

 

Later in life Charlie got into the world of computers and started selling on the likes of Ebay and 

TradeMe – he loved it, but still continued to repair radios and supply parts right up to the last days 

of Elequip. 
 

It seemed fitting that the service for Charlie was held in the Ferry Road Chapel, the same street that 

Elequip had started in.  

    From Andrew Saunders via Geoff Edwards, Christchurch. 



Murchison Message   
from Rex Handcock 
 

The Majestic 181 
From the Murchison Standard” 

Advert of 6 October 1930. It 

shows the upmarket “Majestic” 

radio-gramophone combination 

console [Model 181 Ed] – the 

very latest in home entertainment 

at the time. These radios were 

large, free standing models and 

attractive, made of the best 

quality polished wood or veneer 

and decorated so as to be a focal 

point in the room. They were 

expensive; this one is 96 pounds – 

a lot of money in 1930 and not 

many families could afford them. 

[Using the inflation calculator on 
the NZ Reserve Bank website the 
96 pounds equates to $8957 
today! Ed]   

A far cry from today’s pocket 

sized models! Television was still 

unheard of in 1930 and the radio 

was their contact with the outside 

world.  

This one was for sale at B.F. 

Spiers and Sons who owned the garage and 

transport business where Mobil is now in 

Murchison.  B.F. Spiers’ nice home was 

next door on Fairfax Street, opposite the 

Commercial Stables but was destroyed by 

fire…. 

Footnote – Our founder John Stokes lived 

in Murchison for some years as a small lad. 

His father was foreman on the Ministry of 

Works, early 1930’s. Their former home 

still stands on Fairfax Street, southern end 

of the township, not far past the Hotham 

Street intersection. 

 

Picture right listed in GAR – a 1929 

Majestic Model 181 Combination 

Radio that includes an electric 

gramophone. 

(Listed at 95 pounds for main 

centres)  



Radio Mick Does the Trick 
 

Backgrounder on 3ZR Greymouth’s auspicious start - from one of Jim Henderson’s 

(1918–2005) Oral History Stories of NZ (NZ People or Open Country?), forwarded by 

Rex Handcock. 
 

Never before or since was there such an opening of a radio station. Entirely unprepared and 

inexperienced, no background of journalism or professional radio, just impetus and the driving force 

of human interest and communication.  No money, either. This station, which would thrive and be 

loved for almost 10 years, was a jack-in-the-box released by the 24-year-old owner of an electrical, 

repair and radio shop in little Greymouth. Mick Spiers, that 24-year-old instigator, now aged 83, 

tells of the beginning: 
 

Tentative plans began for local bigwigs and the mayor to arrive and declare the independent radio 

station ZL3ZR Greymouth officially open and on the air. But no radio station in New Zealand 

would have had a more spectacular, useful or avidly listened-to opening, superbly yet tragically 

unrehearsed. Like this. In all innocence, Mick on 3 February 1931 was driving his car to nearby 

Blackball, when the road turned to waves of rubber while boulders bounded down the hillside. A 

repetition of the Murchison earthquake a couple of years ago?  

Switching on his car radio, a rare novelty then, Mick learned that something dreadful had happened, 

exactly what and where were uncertain. But one thing was clear, impelling him to turn the car round 

and return to Greymouth. They'd open the station immediately, forget preliminary plans, and stay on 

the air and find out in detail all they possibly could. A close radio friend, Fred Earland at 

Blaketown, with his wife Myrtle, linked with radio hams in Napier and Hastings, and ZL3ZR hung 

on to them, for three days and three nights without let-up.  'We got all the news we possibly could, 

through this Blaketown set-up, phoning through to the studio, plus any amateurs we could raise. A 

lot of red tape and regulations were broken. We were not interested in permits and permission; we 

were only interested in getting the news as quickly as we could. 'People around New Zealand were 

ringing in continuously: Could we inquire after so-and-so? Was a relative safe? Could we trace a 

friend, or help in some way? And we responded to the best of our ability. 'We led the way, hours 

and hours ahead of the press and other radio. It was a good spontaneous humane service, original 

and fast - in fact, we didn't know about the red tape. 'We appealed for aid on the air, and appealed 

too for radio items to help fill those continuous three days and three -nights, and people came to 

sing, recite, play the piano and all sorts of instruments - as they would do for the rest of the station's 

life. But the Napier response was classical.' 
 

Oh rare Mick Spiers, oldest of a family of five, born and bred in Murchison, you saw the beginning 

of radio, its start with cat's whisker and crystal 'to the monstrous thing of today, in an era where 

we're talking to the moon, satellites with millions of messages flying'. You've grown with it, used it, 

sold it, serviced it - including the monthly trip with your caravan-workshop battling rough roads and 

rivers south to the Fox Glacier in the 1930s. And enjoyed it for more than half a century. The direct, 

emotional and immediate impetus of radio, its believable warmth had Mick in its thrall. No 

clattering inky press, realms of paper and daggy proofs, no harpooning sub-editors. The flexibility 

of radio, the vital urge to comprehend and communicate, and the day of wonder, of glory, usually 

after a year, when the microphone hanging by you no longer is a metallic dead fish but your ally, 

your close friend, connecting you closer than any typewriter or pen. Radio is the first liberation of 

the Word since Caxton 500 years afore.  So here we were, down the arches of the years with long 

time retired Mick and his wife Eldred Congdon still deep in rapture and enjoyment of radio at their 

home in Blenheim.  In a neighbouring room spread an incomprehensible surgery of aged radio and 

transistorised entrails and assemblies. 'Let's have some fond fragments, from the start in 1931 to 

when the government took over in 1938, please?'  'Mistakes and laughter,' he answered, stroking his 

forearm, 'going out and hunting and getting our own entertainment, all and everything we could 



scrape up ourselves. ‘A spur-of-the-moment station’. No board of directors, no subsidies or even 

sponsors or commercials, no money really, with a staff of one announcer voluntary workers and 

hours of transmission 7 am to 9 am, 11 am to 5 pm, 6 pm to 10 pm. No studio really, for all was 

crammed hopefully into Mick's small flat in Cowper Street, the entire station, the sitting room 

serving as both studio and reception room for all artists and visitors, all in one. The jigsaw of 

transmitting gear got by, some of it taken legitimately from the Perth wrecked on the Greymouth 

bar. Owning very few records to play, the Coasters improvised. I really applaud Mick's brilliant 

poaching in setting up a hut with a battery radio, tuning into and then (re)broadcasting over 3ZR 

great chunks of the perfectly received Australian station 2NC Newcastle.  

This subterfuge on Mr Chun's property behind the Catholic Church on the hill was never detected, 

Mick an expert at tuning out the Aussie at its times of identification and substituting a brisk '3ZR 

Greymouth, good morning!'  No paid advertising was permitted, no grants from licence fees, yet 

there were ways and means, Coast style. Children's birthdays could be announced for a slim 

donation, and the educational 'Schoolchildren Adventures' had an eye on the kitty. These entailed 

going to various hotels and into the kitchen for the cook to describe the lunch underway, the kids 

enraptured over unheard of delicacies such as prawns or caviar and strange sauces and soups; a great 

advertisement too for the hotels who'd slip a quiet donation. Such strategies helped overcome the 

advertising ban.  

Mike, the licence holder with rules to abide by and responsible for everything over the air, was 

horrified to hear a new announcer covering the races at Victoria Park inadvertently also giving all 

the dividends and informed chat to an illegal bookmaker. 

A microphone in the Post Office tower relayed the chimes, and another in the town hall across the 

road took in the boxing and wrestling. In the local cinema, too, taking suitable sound tracks from the 

films, especially musicals, the era was well before tape recording. But would he have done any 

recording on disc? None whatsoever, but perhaps as the 1930s ended, the brief use of a little wire 

recorder, more of a novelty than a tool of trade.  So into the highways and byways, aware and 

sympathetic, with people saying to Mick, for instance: 'Hey, what are the chances of relaying the 

Seddon Shield [rugby] from Blenheim?'  Yes, 3ZR could do it, technically no problem - just 

produce the money to pay for the lines, and the cost of the full toll call - whereupon some of the 

enthusiasts would get cracking, heading for the Salvation Army to borrow money donation boxes to 

put on all the hotel bars: 'If you want to hear the Seddon Shield put your sub in here.' The boxes 

were filled, mainly with pennies and threepenny pieces, and away they went, by service car or aero 

club plane; Mick a qualified pilot, with local friend Ash Warnes announcing.   

Then the remarkable and historic relay from Ninety Mile Beach of Wizard Smith's attempt on the 

world speed record in distant Northland, maybe the longest relay within New Zealand then, again by 

public subscription - a linking, Mick thought, of telephone lines and possibly radio amateurs. 

Handyman extraordinary, Mick piloted his own or an aero club plane, served as a wartime RNZAF 

flying instructor at Woodbourne and owned a variety of cars, his first a King Dick. With side 

curtains of celluloid flapping, around 1926 he negotiated with aplomb a Dodge and the python coils 

of the Takaka Hill. A decade later, he drove his own green V8 through a flaming hoop in the time of 

radio stunts, finding this far more comfortable than riding a horse in a town procession. 

Every Wednesday night on 3ZR, the extraordinary Donald McLeod, a permanent resident at 

Seaville Mental Hospital, Hokitika, most unprepossessing in appearance but a genius at 

mathematical problems, took the air to answer listeners' questions.  Odd, too, in speech - with no 

roof to his mouth - Donald, had a remarkable memory and gift, with scarcely a pause answering 

problems dating back to the 1700s. Infallible at intricate multiplication and division, he was never 

known to be wrong. Unhappily, when taken to Ross for a broadcast, a schoolteacher asked him to 

name the day of some date in (say) 1744. 'Wrong!' cried the teacher, quoting from an erroneous 

Aspro year book of oddities. Donald became very agitated, had to be calmed down, and, still 

distressed in the car on the way back, said wrathfully that the teacher had not allowed for the 

Gregorian Calendar change, when 11 days were dropped in 1752. 'Donald seemed to lose heart, and 



wasn't much good after that as far as public appearances were concerned. A tall Murchison rustic, 

farming with scant education, Mert Gibbs, was almost as good as Mac.'  

Simplicity itself, too, with no sweat, was the daily news each morning, read from the Christchurch 

Press and Greymouth's Argus, altered and juggled a little with copyright in mind. Trouble looming 

when Constable Eddie Hay approached Mick about his news? No way – he merely wanted to 

emphasise he was sick and tired of hearing Mick ceaselessly saying 'the diseased' for 'the deceased'. 

And on that topic, Mick's greetings to an old radio broadcaster (or equivalent) in the year 2050 AD: 

'I think in 100 years' time things will be so different there will be no semblance between what's 

happened in the past, and now. I think natural elements will be captured, and used, to an extent 

unbelievable today. I think transport in particular will be magnetically propelled. The future power 

will be the use of magnetic energy. Energy that has been existing in the skies that we know nothing 

about now, will be harnessed and used. I wish them well.'  

Mick Spiers died on 29 January 1989, in his 83rd year. 

Footnote: 

1) The Radio New Zealand Sound Archives has a collection of Mick Spiers oral history over several 

sessions. Tapes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 features a comprehensive oral history by the owner/founder of the 

radio station 3ZR, Greymouth. During these tapes he gives many stories of how he set up 3ZR and 

some of the many antics they would get up to.  
 

He recalls the sinking of the S.S. Kaponga as it struck the Grey bar, but unbeknown to him, the 

record the crew had asked him to play as a Happy Birthday song for the Skipper was He Played His 

Ukelele As The Ship Went Down.  
 

There are many other anecdotes on these which make this series an excellent record of Mick Spiers 

3ZR. He is actually recording these at his home in Blenheim.  
 

On T 2335 Spiers is interviewed by Alwyn Owen about the technical equipment used from the 

beginning and some of the changes they made over the years. They recall the day of opening the 

station which was the day of the Napier Earthquake in 1931.  
 

Humorous story for us but maybe not for the bulldog belonging to Spiers which put the station off-

air as this poor animal relieved itself on a 2000v transformer!!!! Ouch. He talks about the staff over 

the years; his view of the past 50 years in radio and how he'd like to be around to see the next 50 

years to see its development. Gives a personal view of likes and dislikes and radio today. 
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The Hikers Again!   from Bruce Churcher 
 

Much has been written about the Hiker’s One and its big brother the Hiker’s Two. The circuit was 

popular due to the configuration which ran the regenerative detector valve in space charge mode, 

avoiding the need for an expensive high voltage B battery. Indeed, only 6-9 volts HT was needed in 

addition to a single cell (1.5 volt) filament supply. The ideal valve was the type 49 although other 

battery valves were used with varying performance. Many constructors found this project an 

economical step from a basic crystal set. The Electric Lamphouse Ltd introduced the circuit to NZ 

constructors in 1937 and promoted a Hikers One Kitset. The American ‘Popular Mechanics’ had 

apparently originally named and featured the circuit. 

A recent donation to the NZVRS library of magazines included American ‘Radio Craft’ for August 

1936 with a 2-Tube Beginners Set called “ELF” using two 49 tubes in space charge mode, remarkably 

similar to the Hikers Two. The circuit is shown to give readers further insight into the background of 

this piece of NZ radio folklore. The author C.W. Palmer acknowledges QST magazine (no edition is 

given but one would guess early 1936) for the ‘ingenious arrangement of the detector circuit. While the 

AF amplifier circuit was suggested by Mr Arthur C. Miller, who has done considerable work on low 

“A” and “B” drain circuits using sub-normal filament temperatures.”    Also see GAR page 85. 
 

Space Charge Backgrounder from previous Peter Lankshear articles; 
 

Irving Langmuir of the American General Electric Company developed the first practical high vacuum 

triode valves in 1912. During the course of his research he discovered that a second grid, located close 

to the filament needed a positive bias of only a few volts to draw copious quantities of electrons from 

the filament. Most of these electrons then “overshot” the grid to form a surrounding cloud or “space 

charge” which could be used as a source of electrons for the anode current - in effect a large virtual 

cathode. The main or outer grid could then act in the normal manner, but the anode did not need a high 

voltage to provide an effective amplifier. It must be emphasized that this bi-grid valve was not what 

became the conventional screened grid tetrode. That came later. Langmuir patented a receiver circuit 

using a space charge valve with a single cell for the anode supply. 

A decade later the “Unidyne” receiver appeared in England, using a bi-grid valve and with the “high” 

tension returned to the filament +ve terminal. Several firms manufactured bi-grids, the best known 

being the Thorpe K4. However, space charge operation did not flourish, as for one thing the total 

power that the anode circuit could deliver was still very small.  Another decade and the scene shifts to 

America. In late 1932 American valve manufactures announced the first of a range of class B output 

triodes, intended to provide high efficiency output stages. Several, including types 19, 79 and 53 were 

twin triodes, but three, types 46, 49 and 52 were triodes with two grids. These were not tetrodes and 

were not listed as such. Instead, with the two grids connected together they were zero bias high mu 

triodes. In the other mode the outer grid was connected to the anode, creating a low impedance, low 

mu driver for the output stage. For battery receivers, the idea was to use a trio of 49’s as a substantial 

output stage. However, they did not catch on. Crossover distortion meant that Class B amplifiers were 

not especially successful in domestic receivers anyway and the double triode type 19 cost the same as a 

single 49 and effectively did the same job. But for an odd event, the 49 should have quietly 

disappeared into oblivion as a valve for which there was little demand. However, someone must have 

realized that the construction of the 49 made it a bi-grid and experimented with it as a space charge 

valve. The outcome was that around 1936, the “Popular Mechanics” magazine published details of an 

odd little one valve regenerative receiver that required only 6 volts high tension. It used – yes – a 49 in 

space charge mode, a coil and solid dielectric tuning capacitor, two mica capacitors, a resistor and a 

volume control “pot”, and not much else. Four penlight (AA) cells provided the “H.T.”, with two torch 

cells to light the valve. The 6” square baseboard had no panel. The suggested use was as a compact 

receiver to fit into a hiker’s backpack. Ever on the lookout for kitset material, the Lamphouse 

discovered the “Popular Mechanics” article, saw its economic potential, and published it without 

acknowledgement in their 1937 Annual. The rest, is as they say, history.  

 



 



 
 

 



 
Above: Radio Craft circuit detail 

 

 
 

Greg Cooney of www.oldradios.co.nz/hikers   has additional background items about the Hikers sets 

and the following 3 pages are the items in various issues of Popular Mechanics: 

a) 420 Popular Mechanics 1936 

b) 580 Popular Mechanics 1937 

c) Short Wave  Popular Mechanics 1938 



 



 



 



 

The Collier & Beale HF Polar Sledge Transceiver Type 557HF 
 

As an interesting aside to the several replies from members about the request for information about 

the above in the last bulletin, I was most interested to discover a similar query in the ‘boat anchors’ 

group about the Collier and Beale 557HF transceiver. Tom Bryan (N3AJA) has a Collier & Beale 

557HF serial number 1444 and was looking for more information. What a find! After a brief email 

exchange Tom emailed pictures of his set – see following, and the Technical Description – soon to 

appear on the NZVRS website. A summary of the details, including the circuits of the transmitter 

and receiver, follows later. 

 

More notes on Ed Hillary’s Radios;  
 

Jim Lovell provided an item from the Radio 

and Electrical Review, November 1957 

describing the set – details follow on the next 

page. 

 

Then Dean Cameron pointed out there were 

some details in the Collier and Beale item in 

the NZVRS Bulletin Vol 20 No. 4, page 9; 
 

“Sir Edmund Hillary’s trans Antarctic sledge-

borne radio transceivers, and the same for the 

Arctic Institute of North America. Batteries 

were kept warm in the operator’s sleeping 

bags, meters had to be torsion models, 

potentiometers and gang condensers required 

silicon grease, brass control knobs were dipped 

in coloured latex to save operators from frost 

bite and antennas were of a non freezing Arctic 

grade.” 

 

Stephen Edgar reminded us that in his 1964 

book "No Place for Men" Peter Mulgrew 

wrote: "On the morning of 4th January 1958 I 

transmitted in Morse code the cryptic word 

"Rhubarb" which informed Scott Base and the 

world that four of us, with Sir Edmund Hillary, 

had reached the South Pole overland." 

 

And Keith Rogers says there is reference to the 

radios used in the book “The Crossing of 

Antarctica” by Vivian Fuchs and Hillary.  

 

Also I discovered that there is a 557HF set still 

in the Scott Base museum: "Collier and Beale 

557 HF Serial No 1136 ‘pack set’ and battery 

box" - perhaps this should be serial number 

1436 to fit in with the other serial numbers – see later. 

 

Above right the pictures of the Collier & Beale 557 HF set from the R&E Review item 1957 



Arctic Radio Gear Made in New Zealand 
From Radio and Electrical Review November 1957 

‘In last month’s issue of this journal, mention was made of the six battery-operated transmitter-

receivers that have been sent to Sir Edmund Hillary’s party in the Antarctic for the use by sledge 

parties. These sets were designed and built by Messrs Collier and Beale Ltd., of Wellington, and we 

have pleasure in printing the accompanying photographs which illustrate some of their unusual 

features. In the first picture the sets are seen in and out of their special cold-weather packing. Also in 

the picture can be seen the headphones and aerial. The latter is not “erected” in the usual sense of 

the term. It is merely spread along the “ground”. However, since this consists of ice, many feet thick 

which has very good dielectric properties, the aerial is, in effect, supported quite high in the air, as it 

would be if seen from the real “ground”. One of the main difficulties that had to be surmounted was 

in obtaining suitably insulated wire for the aerial.  
 

Polythene, of the variety used so freely in radio work these days, merely hardens in the very low 

temperatures encountered in the Antarctic, and if rolled up, breaks when an attempt is made to 

unroll it. Natural rubber insulation is one of the very few kinds that does not do this, and as there 

was not time to import the special synthetic-insulated wire that can be had overseas, the problem 

was solved using motor ignition cable!  

Since the set had to operate from batteries, a great deal of proving work had to be done in 

refrigerators while development work was going on. Moreover, the type of refrigerator that had to 

be used was not commonly available, since domestic ones do not get nearly cold enough to simulate 

Antarctic conditions! At very low temperatures, dry batteries lose their activity, although they regain 

their normal attributes when they have warmed up again. Thus, before these sets can be used, the 

party will have to take them inside a warmed tent, and raise the batteries to a suitable temperature 

beforehand. This must be a great nuisance, but there is nothing that can be done about it. It is 

because of the low efficiency of cold batteries, and also because a full 5 watts output was called for, 

that quite a large box of batteries has to be carried for each set. The sets, therefore, hardly qualify as 

“portable”.  
 

In the second photograph a set is seen, taken from its protective “clothing”, and open ready for use. 

The lid to the part containing the set proper can be seen chained to it, to prevent loss of the lid. This 

would be disastrous, because the lid is hermetically sealed by a rubber strip when in position, and 

prevents moisture from getting into the works. Since the gear is battery-operated, precautions 

(which cannot be seen in the photo) have been taken to prevent the lid from being put back on 

unless the set is switched off beforehand. The transmitter is frequency controlled on a number of  

spot frequencies, and there are facilities for either ‘phone or CW [although I believe only CW was 

used by the sledge parties to ensure reliable battery life for the trip - Ed]  

 

The third photo [previous 

page] shows the inside of the 

set itself. For those interested 

transmitter’s final amplifier 

consists of four DCC90 

double triodes, all sections 

connected in parallel! The 

receiver is a quite 

conventional superhet circuit 

with a stage of RF 

amplification. 

 

Right Tom’s set label. 



Below the 557HF set in Tom Bryan’s collection. 



 

 
C&B 557HF Transmitter Circuit 



 

 
Receiver circuit C&B 557HF 



The Collier and Beale Polar Sledge Transceiver Type 557HF. 
 

From the technical description in C&B Bulletin No. 157 kindly provided by "Tom Bryan" 

<tbryan@nova.org>  N3AJA near Washington DC, USA, the following info is offered: 

 

The first order of 6  557HF sets was to the NZ Post Office in 1957 with serial numbers 1426 ~1431 

inclusive. I assume these were the sets provided to Hillary’s party. 

Subsequently in purchase order No. 82 in 1960, 13 additional sets were provided to the Arctic 

Institute of North America. These were serial numbers 1432 ~ 1444 inclusive. 

Introduction: 

The apparatus comprises of a completely self contained transmitter and receiver designed for use by 

sledge parties operating in low temperatures and under arduious conditions. Three crystal controlled 

transmission frequencies are employed, 3990, 5400 and 7490 Kc/s, the power output being 

nominally 5 watts; CW operation only. A tuneable receiver is incorporated covering from 2.0 to 

16.0 Mc/s in two bands, provision being made for both CW and RT reception with headphone 

output. A fused power source comprises standard Eveready dry battery type 742 (1.5 volt x 4 in 

parallel) and 482 (45 volt x 9, in 3 series, 3 parallel combinations to get 135 and 90 volt supplies). 

Key points: 

The transceiver chassis and battery cabinet were lightweight 18 gauge aluminium extrusions and 

sheet.  

The front cover was rubber sealed to prevent moisture ingress, and could not be refitted unless the 

set was turned off – as a protection against inadvertent battery exhaustion. This lid was also chained 

to the chassis to prevent loss. 

The battery compartment was able to be separated from the receiver and was connected with 4 feet 

of battery cable. This allowed for the warming of the batteries in the tent overnight. 

The connecting cables were all of rubber insulated to maintain flexibility at low temperatures. 

The sets came in a flax-canvas haversack with extra lining to protect the sets in transit 

The antenna was a simple half wave dipole supplied with 15 feet of special Arctic grade 72 ohm 

coaxial feeder cable. The actual radiator wire was 40/0.0072 flexible conductor with rubber 

insulation guaranteed flexible to -40°F [Mentioned elsewhere by others as automotive high tension 

distributor wire. Ed] 

‘The transmitter is a 5 tube (all DCC90s) crystal controlled set with three DCC90s in parallel for 

the output of 5 watts. All filaments are connected in parallel across the 1.5 volt LT battery and the 

HT is 135 volts fed through the 100 mA output meter and keying relay contact. The oscillator 

operates continuously in the transmit mode. On key down the LT battery drain was 1.2 amps and 

HT 100 milliamps, on fresh batteries. 

‘The receiver is a conventional 2 band superhetrodyne of 8 valves; 5 x DF96, 1 x DK96, 2 x DL96 

and a germanium diode detector GEX34 and a BFO. The receiver HT was 90 volts and the LT the 

common 1.5 volt battery. On CW the drain was 230 mA LT and 10.5 mA HT, on RT the drain was 

210mA LT and 10.0 mA HT (90 Volts). Signal sensitivity was approx 4uV (10dB s/n) across all 

ranges with output to provided to headphones. 

All rotating shafts were lubricated with a silicon grease operable to -40°F and storable to -50°F 

The transceiver cabinet was approx 16” x 16” x 10” (imperial I known!), the weight with batteries 

fitted was 51 pounds 15 oz, but when fitted into the haversack with accessories (including Morse 

key) it was 17 x 17 x 14 inches approx and weighed nearly 62 pounds. 

There was a flashing warning light fitted across the full 135 volt HT when the set was in receiver or 

transmit mode, this went out when the battery supply dropped below approximately 75 volts. 

The keying relay operated from the 1.5 volt LT supply 

The supervisory meter on transmit provided readings for LT (2 volts fsd), HT (200 volts fsd), final 

drive (20mA), driver grid (5mA) oscillator grid (1mA). 



The half wave dipole lengths for the three frequencies were “High” 7490: 62’ 6”, “Medium” 5400: 

86’ 8”, and “Low” 3990: 117’ 2”  

Five feet of nylon was provided to attach to each end of the dipole to hold it down during use. 

Extensive pre dispatch low temperature testing (especially with the batteries) was carried out to 

ensure the equipment would work reliably in expected conditions. The set was also designed to 

reliably operate at 60% of the fresh battery potential, including the keying relay. 

A complete set of spare valves was clipped to the inside of the transceiver cabinet sides. 

 

The above all came about because when Sir Edmund Hillary was wintering over in Antarctic in 

preparation for the Transantarctic expedition in 1957, he expressed his dissatisfaction with the 

supplied radios and listed the requirements for possible replacements. These were manufactured at 

some speed by Collier and Beale in Wellington to those specifications and the 557HF resulted. It 

seems these were well suited for the environment they were used in and the Arctic Institute of North 

America ordered more. These sets were used for many years after the end of the expedition in 

March 1958. 
 

Above: The Hillary Party Radio Caboose at the South Pole in 1958. 
 

 

Left: Caboose about 

1960. 

 

Right: an indication of 

actual person to 

machine size ratios. 
 



The Serviceman Who Tells  By Murray Dick 

 

This is excellent companion the Delmonico Nivico All Transistor, all wave radio. Guaranteed to get 

the cricket anywhere you go. Even Whakatane, where, except for the Nivico, was definitely a 

cricket-free zone. Not a sound on other sets people had. Good on the beach, but elsewhere, amid the 

crackle and roar of the ionosphere, sounding as if coming from the moon, were the runs. 

 

 
(Picture of encampment) 
 

Here it is in our Bedouin camp at WOMAD festival.  

 

Getting the cricket. That much aerial was enough to check on the concert FM reception. 

Interestingly, on the iron sands of Murawai beach, there was no fm reception at all, although the 

cricket was unaffected. 

 

It would have grown a few barnacles by now but for me. A seaman had it on a ship some friends & I 

were travelling on from Singapore to Sydney and was going to throw it over the side. But a friend 

said he knew someone interested in old radios, and there it was. I lugged it handle-less through 

customs. In Sydney it worked when on local stations even though it had no aerials, so the set was 

imprisoned in its die-cast case & impossible for the stations to get in! However I left it with other 

stuff at my friend Ron's. Until NZ at last had FM and I realized it did have FM. He sent it over & I 

found a handle for it.     (more elegant I think than the original? but no room for the long wave coil;) 

and  FM aerials onto it (hard to get disappearing aerials!). I've modded it a bit, with a better meter 

and rewinding the FM coil for a centre tap, so you have a proper dipole. As original one aerial is 

connected to the case and therefore just for show. SW aerial was (is) missing but it's better without 

that cover I think. External antenna socket on the back though. I used it for years as an FM tuner. 

The 'tuner out' RCA socket has long had a gold one and a polyprop cap. The germanium transistors 



sound perfect even at really low volumes next to ear on the lawn or in the tub where I can work it 

with my toe other than the wave-change. 

A recent addition there has been a long 'Mega-bass' mini column speaker which stands taller behind 

the set, its top end driver at a good height, plugged into the existing socket on the side. Sounds 

strangely HIFI.     Uses a bit more battery power, but gets the set's amp to a better sound level, away 

from the hiss-floor. Out on the section weeding the jungle, however, the neighbourhood can easily 

be assailed by cricket or BBC world service! Under normal use it will go about a year on a set of 6 

D size normal zinc-carbon batteries, such as Eveready reds.  

The germanium transistors will work on really low batteries, when even touching the dial lamp 

button kills it! I've managed to keep the iron-sand out of the speaker so far and the heavy metal case 

makes it pretty impervious to damage by steam, sun or whatever. Personally I reckon a man could 

not wish for a better set. It certainly does everything one could wish from a radio. In fact I reckon it 

would be hard to find another set with such attributes. 

Another interesting thing about this radio is that it has no printed board and is entirely hard wired, 

on a metal platform with large IF cans etc, like a regular valve radio set. 

 

 
 

(Picture of guts) 



“Whippany Effect” in Valves – from ‘Tube Collector’ Feb 2010  
 

The February issue of the Tube Collector had an interesting excerpt from an RCA Victor “Plain 

Talk and Technical Tips” bulletin of May 1959. It refers to the “Whippany Effect” in valves; 

 

Having not previously heard of the effect before, a little Google searching brought up the following:  

“Grid blackout, variously called Whippany effect, desensitization, or grid effect, is a phenomena 

characterized by residual negative grid charging following application of voltages causing grid 

current to flow. All types of vacuum tubes examined have been observed to exhibit grid blackout in 

considerable variation. The effect is believed to be caused by formation of an extremely thin layer of 

evaporated semi-conductor from the cathode which causes the actual grid surface potential to differ 

from the applied grid voltage. Blackout mechanism performs an operation on positive input pulses 

to give an anode waveform similar in some respects to that caused by a cathode interface except 

blackout time constants are very much longer than observed with the cathode. Detection of blackout 

in a tube can be accomplished in several ways. A method which gives quantitative data is presented 

allowing characterization of the blackout effect applicable to calculation of circuit degradation.”  

Says the K.D. Hardin IEEE paper summary for the International Electron Devices meeting in 1960. 

 

From the TC item the following RCA detail is explained; ‘The Whippany Effect is a condition that 

occasionally exits within a receiving tube that can cause ill effects in the operation of certain types 

of circuitry. When it exists, the tube will not draw grid current properly; and if the tube is used in a 

circuit designed to draw grid current, grid bias will not develop as it should and the circuit will not 

function properly. 

The degree of the effect depends on the RC values of the circuit components used in the grid of the 

stage involved. Whippany has been noticed in 6CG7 tubes used in the blanker circuit of CTC9 

colour TV receiver chassis. [remember this was an RCA bulletin Ed.] The overall result reveals 

itself in a hazy picture lacking resolution. If such symptoms appear in these receivers try replacing 

the 6CG7 blanker. It may be necessary to try more than one tube to correct the problem. 6CG7s 

which exhibit this effect can be used in other parts of the receiver circuit with no detrimental effects. 

In addition to changing the 6CG7, when the above condition exists it is recommended that the 

following circuit modifications be made to the grid circuit of the blanker stage …. to accommodate 

a wider characteristic variation of the 6CG7 tube. 

TC footnote: The origin of the term may have been the Bell Labs location in the New Jersey town of 

the same name, at which radio and radar development took place. Perhaps some technician noticed 

that certain tubes wouldn’t work properly in his radar synchroniser. 

The RCA test to verify the absence of the grid block effect was to give the tube a 90 volt pulse, after 

which the grid voltage could not go negative more than 1.5 volts nor positive at all.” 

 

 



MARKETPLACE 
Advertisements for the next bulletin should 
reach the editor by the 15th of the prior month. 
These must be neatly hand printed, typed or 
printed on a separate page, posted to the 
NZVRS (for details see page 2) or emailed to 

nzvrs@pl.net   Please - no verbal or 

telephoned adverts, also don’t forget to 
include some contact details; eg postal, 
telephone & email if applicable. There is no 
charge for members’ adverts but please 
remember that the NZVRS is not responsible 
for any transactions between members. 
 

AVAILABLE 
 

Valve Cartons – plain white flat packs 
• Small & GT size $12 per 100 
• Medium size $15 per 100 
• Large size $25 per 100 
Plus post and package per order. 
Contact: Paul Burt, 44 Hastings St West, 
Christchurch 8023.  
Tel: 03 - 960 7158, Mob: 021 0245 0084  
Email: dawn.lloyd@clear.net.nz  

 

NZVRS CAPACITORS for sale to 
members only please order via Gerry Billman, 
30A Rowan Rd. Epsom, Auckland 1023.  
Email: billman@ihug.co.nz  
Tel: 09 - 625 6568 
Metal polyester film, axial leads, (µF): 
0.01 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.022 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.033 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.05 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.1 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.22 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.33 630 Volts  50 cents each 
1uF 400 Volts  $1.00 each 
Electrolytic capacitors, polarized, axial 
10µF  450 Volts  $1.50 each 
20µF 450 Volts  $2.00 each 
40µF 450 Volts  $3.00 each 
47uF 450 Volts  $3.50 each 
100µF 450 Volts  $5.00 each 
Lamps 6.3 volts 150 mA (low wattage)  
MES & Bayonet   50c each 
Please add $3.50 per order for post & package 
or contact Gerry direct for a postage quote. All 

cheques to be made out to the ‘NZVRS’ (and 
crossed "Not Transferable") please.  
 

WANTED 
 

Wanted: Help required for the restoration of an 
AEW1 amenities receiver; circuit, vibrator power 
supply and case.   
Contact: ray Robinson 
Email <robinson@ling.mq.edu.au> 
 

Wanted for restoration AR-88D with meter 
preferred. Also I would be interested to make 
contact with anyone who has a Hammarlund SP-
600, J-11 modified by Northern Radio Co., for 
diversity reception use by Makara Radio who had 
eight of these. I have one which I restored to fully 
functional condition.  
Contact: Stu Stidolph, 3/15 Gebbie Road, 
Taradale, Napier 4112. Tel: 06-844 5591 
or Email: stustid@paradise.net.nz 
 

Wanted: help from New Zealand NZVRS 
members! I’m looking for power transformer 
and/or output transformer for Columbus model 

91 (large table model with push pull 6V6s and 
electrodynamic speaker from the 1950s). 
Unfortunately both transformers have shorted, 
either they were prone to failure or I just have bad 
luck! Power trannie is upright above chassis 
model with roughly 385v a side secondary plus 
5V & 6.3V (from circuit- "PB107") 
Output trannie is for P/P 6V6s. ("AN228")  
Any help hugely appreciated by this HRSA 
member in South Australia. 
Contact: Greg Lamey, Hollands Ck Rd, Cudlee 
Ck, SA 5232, Australia.   
Tel: (0061) 8 8389 2386 
or Email: lamey.greg@aussiebroadband.com.au 
 

Wanted: Replacement cabinet for a Luxor BER 
tombstone. Same as the 5 valve DW BEV 1936 
top row of page 133 of MGA. Needs to be in 
reasonable condition. 
Contact: Graeme Lea  
116 Cutfield Road New Plymouth  
Tel:  (06)758 5344 
Email: grarich@paradise.net.nz 
 

Wanted to buy – a ground plane CB antenna in 
good working order for my CB Set. 
Contact Des Davey, 16 View Road, Tekuiti 3910. 
 



Wanted - NC101 parts: In the course of 
restoring a National NZ101 receiver from 
which the rack and pinion drive and band 
switch indent assembly have been removed I 
am prepared to pay handsomely for return of 
same. 
Contact D Martin (ZL2ANS) 111 Avenue Rd, 
Greenmeadows, Napier 4112 
Tel: 06 844 2039 
Email: dwmartin@xtra.co.nz 
 
Anniversary Notice:  
30th Anniversary Dinner of the Hibiscus Radio 
Club (formerly the Hibiscus Amateur Radio 
Club, NZART Branch 30) Saturday 21 August 
at the Rotary House, 4 Hibiscus Coast 
Highway, Silverdale. Costs: $30 
Contact P. Kinnell, Tel: 09 426 8152 
 

Auction News: 
Television Collection Reaches 

Record Price in London Sale 
 
Michael Bennett-Levy's extraordinary 
collection of early technologies went under 
the hammer at Bonhams in London recently 
with 90% of the 758 lots on offer selling for a 

total of £683,384. 

The largest privately held collection of early 
televisions in the world - including 26 pre-war 
sets -made up a large slice of the auction. 
Among the truly 
outstanding items in 
Michael Bennett-Levy’s 
collection were the much 
sought after Teleavia 
type P111, a rare 1958 
console-stand television 
by Citroën DS designer 
Flaminio Bertroni that 
was not only a hallmark 
in style, but also one of 
the earliest examples of 
high-definition, multi-
standard and 
ergonomically designed 
TV. 
 
 

One look at this television and it's no surprise to 
learn that its designer was also responsible for the 
distinctive Citroen DS which was first produced 
in 1955. It features a 19-inch screen with white 
mask, in a tapered-hood case in deep purple with 
a gold trim. The controls and speaker sit in the 
rectangular box below and the screen can be 
turned independently through 150 degrees as well 
as angled vertically. 
 
The set is also ‘dual standard’, with capability to 
show 441 lines (which became the standard from 
1952) along with a “high definition” facility of 
819 lines, meaning it is (sort of) high-definition 
even by today's standards. This system began in 
France in 1949 but never really got off the 
ground. Bennett-Levy speculates that Teleavia 
may have been trying to "future-proof" the P111 
in case the French government decided to 
resurrect the service. The television sold for 

£2,400 at the Bonhams auction. 

 

Below: The High-definition, multi-

standard TV circa 1958; Teleavia type 

P111 

For more information see Michael Bennett-
Levy showcasing the Teleavia type P111 on 
You Tube [www.youtube.com] 


