
 

 

 

 

 

A Birthday Cake – NZVRS 30 years on 

NZVRS BULLETIN 
 

Vol 30   No 4    November 2009 



NEW ZEALAND VINTAGE RADIO SOCIETY INC. 

A non-profit organisation devoted to the preservation of early radio equipment and associated 

historical information.

Postal address -  P.O. Box 13 873, Onehunga, Auckland 1643. 

Web site: - http://www.nzvrs.pl.net     Email address: - nzvrs@pl.net  
 

PRESIDENT:   Ian Sangster, 75 Anawata 

Road, R.D.2, New Lynn, Auckland 0772 

Phone: 09-814 9597 or  027 227 0426 

Email: sangsfam@clear.net.nz 
 

SECRETARY:   Paul Woodcock, 2 Levy 

Road, Glen Eden, Auckland. 

Phone:  09-818 4740 

Email: paul.woodcock@opus.co.nz 

Paul handles general correspondence and 

requests for purchase of books and badges. 
 

TREASURER:    David Crozier,  P.O. Box 

13 873, Onehunga, Auckland 1643.  

Phone: 09-636 5954  or  027 230 6889 

Email:  nzvrs@pl.net 

David handles editorial, financial and 

membership matters. A list of members is 

available on application with a stamped, self-

addressed envelope for the personal use of 

members only.   

Please address all NZVRS monies to P.O. Box 

13 873, Onehunga, Auckland 1643, N.Z. 
 

NZVRS  LIBRARY    
The NZVRS librarian is Ross Paton with 

assistance from Bruce Churcher. There is a 

lot of work to do before full member service 

is restored but requests may be forwarded to 

the NZVRS office (postal address at the top 

of this page) or  Email;  library@nzvrs.pl.net 
 

NZVRS BULLETIN is a subscription 

magazine for members, published quarterly 

in the months of February, May, August and 

November. Opinions expressed by writers 

are not necessarily those of the Society. 

Contributions, letters, etc can be sent to: 
 

THE EDITORIAL TEAM,  

Ian Sangster, 75 Anawhata Rd, R.D.2. New 

Lynn 0772   or  

David Crozier, P.O. Box 13873, Onehunga, 

Auckland 1643. Email:  nzvrs@pl.net 

 

A Calendar of Events is listed on our 

website at  www.nzvrs.pl.net/aaa/calendar 
 

 

AUCKLAND MEETINGS are held at the 

Horticultural Society Hall, 990 Great North 

Road (opposite Motions Road.) Western 

Springs. 

Jan: Monday 18 at 7.30pm History of 

Radio manufacturing at Waihi. 

Feb: Monday 15 at 7.30pm Auction night 

Mar: Monday 15 at 7.30pm ‘Made in NZ’ 

NZ Manufactured Components. 

April: Monday 19 at 7.30pm Auction Night 

 

BAY OF PLENTY AREA MEETINGS 
Date and venue of the next meeting yet to be 

advised. 
 

TARANAKI  AREA MEETINGS are held 

on the second Sunday in the months of 

February, April, June, August, October and 

December. Visitors are most welcome; 

contact either Bill Campbell, Phone 06-753 

2475 or Graeme Lea, Phone 06-758 5344  
 

WELLINGTON MEETINGS are held 

typically from 1pm on the second Sunday of 

every month at Tireti Hall, Te Pene Ave, 

Titahi Bay.  

For details contact Bob Hatton, 40 Rose St, 

Wadestown. Phone: 04-472 8788. 
 

CHRISTCHURCH MEETINGS are held 

on the first Tuesday of odd months at the 

Christchurch West Radio Clubrooms 

"Auburn Park", 333 Riccarton Road.   

For further details contact Jim Lovell, 41 

Yardley St, Avonhead, Christchurch 8004. 

Phone 03-342 7760 
 

The NZVRS subscription year is a calendar 

year (1 January – 31 Dec). Subscription 

reminders are sent in the November Bulletin.  
 

NZVRS © COPYRIGHT 2009 

2



EDITORIAL 
 

This year has been a period of milestones – 

70 years ago the NZ Listener was delayed as 

news of the State of Emergency and the 

effects on broadcasting as awaited war news 

was announced. Then too it was only 30 

years ago that the first NZVRS Bulletin was 

posted to members. A list of foundation 

members is included in this bulletin and 

those who were still financial in 2009 are 

granted a further free subscription for 2010. 

To all others the 2010 subscription renewal 

form is included on the reverse of the 

address label.  

Also in this issue is the promised colour 

centre fold. As you can see the standard set 

by our photographers is very high. However 

don’t forget that the 2010 competition is for 

the best ‘before and after’ photos of a set 

restoration. Entries close 15 April hopefully 

to appear in the May bulletin. Digital copy is 

preferred but hard photographs are entirely 

acceptable. Some story line to go with the 

photos may very well tip the judging in your 

favour – Good luck! 

Finally to everyone, the very best wishes for 

2010.     

Cheers, David Crozier 

 

NEW MEMBERS: 
 

I Ranson   Auckland 

O Daly   Temuka 

P Burgess  Auckland 
 

 

Cover Picture: 
 

Radio New Zealand may have had a recent 

birthday bash but the pavlova radio looked 

too good to keep to themselves! 
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Auckland 1643 
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Items are always appreciated for possible 

publication in the NZVRS Bulletin; however 

copy may be edited to fit selected space. Clear 

pictures are welcome and text should be of 

large font, simple style and preferably 

unformatted. Clear handwritten text is usually 

OK but may be subject to interpretation. 

Some items may be held over until similar or 

additional material can be collated 
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STATE of EMERGENCY 
The effect on Broadcasting . 

So said the NZ Listener headlines of 8 September 1939 ~ only 70 years ago! 

UNDER the state of emergency proclaimed to exist in New Zealand, regulations were issued last 

Friday to deal with:  Censorship and Publicity, 

Naval, Army and Air Force Mobilisation, 

Shipping Control and Price Stabilisation 

Price stabilisation became operative immediately but it was announced on Friday that the others 

would become effective only if and when circumstances required it. 

The chief emergency regulations which affect the sphere of broadcasting are those dealing with the 

cancellation of the licences of all amateur radio transmitting stations and with censorship and 

publicity. Ordinary radio listening-sets are not affected. 
 

 

EFFECT   ON   PUBLISHED   PROGRAMMES 
Readers will understand that because of the world situation the radio programmes scheduled in this 

issue may be considerably revised. They were correct as we went to Press and any last-minute 

alterations will be announced over the air. In the meantime, a twenty-four hours’ continuous service 

is being maintained in order to give the public all the news from Europe as it is available. This 

service will be maintained as long as the situation calls for it. 
 

 

Amateur Transmitting Illegal 
Cancellation of the licences of all amateur radio transmitting stations, under Regulation 25 of the 

Radio Regulations has been announced by the Postmaster-General (Hon. F. Jones ) The Minister 

said that all stations were revoked, and henceforth it would be unlawful for any signals whatever to 

be transmitted from such stations. 

“Licence-holders are required to surrender their licences forthwith, and to dismantle their stations in 

order to render them incapable of emitting radio signals,” said Mr. Jones. “Any licence-holder who 

fails to comply with the regulation is liable on conviction to a fine of £500, and the fine may also 

be-levied on any licence-holder who does not surrender his licence to the Director-General of the 

General Post Office, Wellington.”  

Ordinary Radio Sets Not Affected 
Regulation 26 of the Radio Regulations provides that the Minister may, when it is expedient in the 

public interest, assume control of and operate any amateur receiving station. There is no restriction 

on ordinary radio listening sets. 

Censorship and Publicity  
The emergency regulations provide for the appointment of a Director of Publicity to exercise 

control, over published matter. It is to be illegal for any unauthorised person to have in his 

possession any information on the following matters: The number, description, armament 

equipment, disposition, movements or condition of the units of the army, navy or air force, or of any 

British or allied merchant vessels. Press censorship is a1so applied to information of this nature, and 

to the possession or publication of photographs or subversive reports dealing with similar subjects. 

"Subversive reports" include reports likely to prejudice recruiting or training of the forces, and 

reports likely to undermine public confidence in banking or currency. These restrictions are applied 

to periodical as well as daily publications. 

Appointment of Officials. 

The appointment has been made of Mr. J. T. Paul as Director of Publicity under the censorship and 

publicity emergency regulations, with Mr. J. H. Hall as Deputy-Director of Publicity. Mr. G. 

McNamara has been appointed Controller of Censorship, although it is understood that the latter 

will not be in charge of the press censorship which is to come under the Director of Publicity. 
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Southern Soundings - via Pete Ingram. 
 

A total of 21 Christchurch members turned up for the September meeting at Auburn Park, to be well 

rewarded by a very full evening of events and one of Jim Lovell's more extravagant suppers. First 

up was Albert Smith with a refurbished 1932 Model 52E Philco, nicely manicured by his now well 

known skills, but having the peculiarity of the volume control being appended to the aerial circuit. 

Murray Clark stated that this was not an uncommon trick back then and if one cares to check 

Ghiradi of the period, there are several odd and forgotten ways described of achieving variances in 

volume. 

 

Then Albert uncovered a nice bit of 1923 TRF wonderment that evidently was the first radio to be 

licensed in Sydenham, Christchurch. It is complete with the triple basket coils to achieve a thousand 

different levels of inductance at the RF end and those lovely little portholes that enable-the operator 

to check the level of valve filament brilliance to his own satisfaction. So there is going to be many a 

happy hour ahead for Albert to bring this black beauty back to mint condition. 

 

John Dodgson was then to the fore with an excellent restoration of a 1936 Radion 'Daventry' 

tabletop from the once-upon-time Collier & Beale stable in Wellington and Paul Burt had brought 

his photo album along to illustrate his enormous collection of valve radio chassis desirables. 

 

Jim Lovell now emptied his CCC rubbish bags onto to the display table to uncover a home made 

seismograph which had served him faithfully over the last 13 years. The complexity of this gadget 

must have given Jim many a sleepless night during its construction. 

 

Pete Ingram arrived with a monstrous arid very primitive 1921 loose (in more ways than one) 

coupled crystal set that is used to amuse the kids passing through the Ferrymead RPS museum of a 

weekend. Needless to say, the set’s band is jammed the with the society's 3XP 1413 kHz very local 

transmission, which is good, as it is the only AM station worth listening to in Christchurch.  

Now, almost 90 years later, Pete has decided that crystal sets need to be miniaturised in a manner 

like Ipods, so constructed one over the previous weekend that he reckons might be the first truly 

portable model - if the owner does not mind dragging along a 100 foot aerial wire in his wake. 

 

Then David Fahy read one of his illustrated essays, much to the amusement and enjoyment of the 

gathering- this latest one having the ‘Ages of Radio Servicing’ as its theme. It was a brisk delivery 

and usefully utilised both Ghiradi (1935) and Ryder (1939) as the main sources of reference. The 

applause that followed was a fitting reward to David for a lot of hard work to bring about the 

subject's presentation. 

 

Good news then followed from David Searle about his ZL3 Buildathon project which is drawing in 

even more members and has now attracted a grant from the Christchurch City Council. Several local 

VRS fellows are backing David and turning up to assist in guidance and also showing how different 

construction of radios was in the good old days.  

 

The evening had such a tight schedule, that Jim did not get around to his traditional raffle - so there 

will probably be nothing of interest for picking though at the Bromley Transfer Station this month! 
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Obituary: Paul Andrew MacDiarmid (28 March 1948 - 14 Aug 09)  
By his brother Bruce MacDiarmid 

 

Paul was born in Tauranga 28th March 1948, the eldest of three boys. The family lived in Te Puke 

where all three boys attended the local schools. Paul was an enthusiastic student with a keen interest 

in science and engineering studies. By the age of 9 Paul was already dismantling the lawn mower 

engine just to see what made it "work”. At the age of 13 Paul was already interested in radio and 

electronics having been given a load of old radios by a friend of our fathers. 

At about the same time Paul had started building model aeroplanes and with local friends, had a 

small club. Paul’s job was to mix up the fuel as the "real thing was too expensive to buy”.  

On leaving school, Paul joined the Post office where he trained and qualified as a senior radio 

engineer. Paul stayed with the Post Office for many years, first in Tauranga, then transferred to 

Rotorua and then on to Napier. It was while in Napier that Paul (now 18) purchased his first car - a 

1937 Straight 8 Buick and he still had that car at the time of his death. Later, Paul transferred back 

to Rotorua where he left the Post Office and joined with a friend in a fibre-glass fabrication and 

manufacturing business. Paul was involved in the manufacture of Heron Sports Cars, however his 

interest in radio continued and he would repair radios and TV's for the local repair shops in his 

"spare time". After retiring in 2006, Paul spent his time working from home in Rotorua making 

replica steering wheels for vintage cars, knobs for old radios, dashboard conversions for Dodge 

Viper sport cars. In 2007 Paul was diagnosed with terminal cancer, but never one to give up, it 

seemed to rekindle his interest in model aeroplanes. He bought several models during this short 

period, sourcing parts and motors from the States, but sadly he never got to fly them all. Paul had a 

vast knowledge of classic cars, and of course radio, his contributions to both interests will be long 

remembered. 
 

Pauls items for the NZVRS Bulletin included the following 
 

06-2  Making Reproduction Knobs Part 1 Making the Mould  

06-3  Making Reproduction Knobs Part 2 Casting  

07-3 A Wrinkly Problem Solved – Production of Crackle Finish  

07-4    Watch that Leakage – (Re)forming Electrolytic Capacitors  

07-5    Fidelity on the Cheap – Overhauling EM Speakers 

 

 

 

SOS Radio; A Bag from 

the past! 
 

While doing some tidying (a very rare event 

here!) I came across this rather scruffy paper 

bag – nothing inside, but oh the memories! 

 

Many Aucklanders will of course remember 

the strategically placed shop on the corner of 

Queen and Karagahape Roads (with upstairs 

accounts department and downstairs 

components basement), but this bag 

originates from their earlier premises in the 

Civic Buildings and as the bag says opposite 

the St James theatre, at 283 Queen Street.  
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Above the Wiseman & Sons’ Courier factory advert from GAR p77 
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A Courier Radio From the Northern Hemisphere 
 

Email from:   "Nick Jelenic" <pinbot101@roadrunner.com> 

Subject: vintage courier radio 

I was wondering if I sent 

you a picture of an old 

Courier tube radio if you 

might be able to let me 

know something about it. 

As far as I know it was 

manufactured in New 

Zealand.   Chrs Nick 

Hi Nick, We would be 

delighted - by "send" I 

assume you mean digital 

picture attachment to your 

email, or reference to a 

website when the images 

may be downloaded? 

Cheers, David 

 

The said picture duly 

arrived – see above right. 

Oh this could be a early 1930’s Courier from Radio Ltd (rather than the earlier Wisemans series) 

thought I, and those could be Marquis knobs perhaps – but then with such a large label in the front 

proudly proclaiming its name – that’s getting a bit strong!  
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Hi David! Here is a picture of the back, and the inside of the radio. Sorry, but there are no labels on 

it. On the bottom is X-40, which is written in marker. I don't know if its the model number or not. 

Thank you for responding so quickly. I have had this in my collection for some time now and I am 

thinking about selling it. I would really like to have some more info on it if you have any.  

Hope this helps, and thanks again. Nick 

Thanks Nick, is it possible to get a better pix of the label on the back? Cheers, David 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above is the picture of the 1933 Courier model 5TC 

from John Stokes’ More Golden Age of Radio page 126 

illustrating the Radio Limited Courier sets of the 1930s. 

When compared to the picture of the set provided by 

Nick there seems to be some general similarities. 

 

Anyway the final photograph of the label on the back of 

Nick’s Courier generally settled it all – perhaps 

disappointedly, it was obviously manufactured in the 

US! 
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The Story of Ultimate Radio   from Bulletin Vol 1 number 1, May 1980 
 

Nowadays it may come as a surprise to some people to learn just how long ago it was that 
the first New Zealand–made radios were marketed. Although it is freely admitted that, then 
as now, no receiver can really be ‘Made in New Zealand’ in the strictest sense of the term 
because everything in it (apart from the cabinet) is imported either in the form of raw 
material or manufactured components, it remains a fact that the first receivers were 
assembled on a commercial basis as early as 1923. Of course it didn’t need much capital 
outlay nor require a great deal of technical knowledge or manufacturing expertise to ‘make’ 
a radio in those days; home constructors were doing it all the time!  So it was that the sets 
to be sold under a NZ brand name actually was no more than a locally assembled kit-set of 
American origin. But we should begin at the beginning! 
 
The story is told of how one of the directors of an Auckland firm of importers was in 
Vancouver sometime late in 1922 where he saw, and heard, his first radio. He was 
sufficiently impressed with the commercial possibilities of the new medium of entertainment 
to arrange to have a quantity of crystal sets shipped back home. Only when he had 
returned to Auckland and the sets were on the way did he and his fellow directors realise 
that without local broadcasting in existence those crystal sets were going to be unsaleable 
stock!  A hurried cable to the US requested the urgent dispatch of a suitable transmitter. 
 
One thing led to another and the firm of Radio Ltd was formed to import all sorts of radio 
apparatus. For many years after this Radio Ltd’s main business was that of an importer. In 
1923 however, the name Ultimate first appeared when a 2-valved receiver was assembled 
from a Gilfillan kit-set and fitted into a locally-made cabinet. 
 
The production of a 4-valve all-wave battery set in 1927 resulted in the Ultimate becoming 
recognised throughout the country and at the same time signalled a gradual change in 
company policy whereby manufacturing replaced importing. By 1933 Radio Ltd had ceased 
to import receivers and had become purely manufacturers. 
 
When an Ultimate receiver was used in Admiral Richard E. Byrd’s first Antarctic expedition 
in 1929 it represented quite a feather in Radio Ltd’s cap and provided useful publicity for 
the Ultimate name. Receiver production continued to grow at a steadily and in 1930 Radio 
Ltd could claim to have made over 1000 console models, quite a respectable figure 
considering the fierce competition from imported receivers. Although there were no import 
restrictions in those days there was one factor that favoured local production and that was 
the existence of a not inconsiderable ‘Be British, Buy British’ sentiment. Radio Ltd was not 
slow to take advantage of the situation and for several years made a point of advertising 
Ultimate receivers as being of ‘British Construction”. After all New Zealand was a British 
country wasn’t it and even if all the components weren’t of British origin well …..? 
 
Another factor favouring local production was that because most imported receivers were 
of American origin they incurred a fairly high rate of duty; on the other hand New Zealand 
made radios could incorporate English raw materials and components which could be 
imported duty free!  In 1932 an Ultimate 5-valve superhet in a floor model cabinet was 
being advertised as – “this beautiful console at the price of the imported midget”. 
 
In spite of the prevailing economic depression of the early 1930s Radio Ltd continued to 
flourish and by 1932 had two factories in operation (in Auckland); No. 1 in Rocklands Ave 
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(Balmoral) and No. 2 Porters Ave (Eden Terrace). By this time receiver production was 
averaging 50 sets per week, the actual figure for 1931 being 1509.  By the end of 1935 the 
demand for Ultimate radios had risen to such an extent that the two small suburban (at 
those times) were unable to cope and a new 5 storied building in Quay St (downtown) was 
acquired. This move resulted in the firm being reorganised as Radio (1936) Ltd under 
which it remained for the next twenty years. 
 

During 1936 the verified reception of 798 stations by the proud owner of an Ultimate radio 
was hailed as a world record and the feat provided advertising copy for the next three 
years. “The world’s finest radio” was the bold claim made during 1938-39, a claim based 
largely on the success of the 1936 DX record. 
 
At this time the still extant ‘Buy British’ sentiment led to what can only be described as a 
dirty trick on the part of Radio (1936) Ltd. This is what happened. Since 1933 Rola 
speakers had been used exclusively in the manufacture of Ultimate radios, supplies being 
obtained from various countries ie America, Australia or England. However when using 
American made Rola speakers, Radio (1936) stooped to the deceitful practice of painting 
out the words “Cleveland, Ohio, USA” which appeared on the back and which otherwise 
have been only too readily apparent to a prospective purchaser. A deliberate deception 
intended to conceal that the particular speakers were not of British manufacture. 
 
In spite of this minor lapse the name Ultimate earned for itself a well-deserved reputation 
for quality of workmanship amongst technicians and sales people alike. In any case the 
need for a continued subterfuge was removed by the introduction of New Zealand made 
Rola speakers early in 1940. 
 
A little known fact, worth recording here, is that during the late 1930’s Ultimate receivers 
were actually exported in sizeable quantities. Although Australia provided the main market 
some sets even went as far afield as India. 
 
After a notable wartime effort in the production of military radio equipment, which is a story 
in itself, Ultimate continued to hold the position of New Zealand’s leading radio 
manufacturer. It was at this time that the production of a limited range of electrical 
appliances, first undertaken in 1937, became well established. 
 
With the advent of television looming large on the horizon in the late 1950s the need for 
technical assistance and production know-how led Ultimate to seek overseas connections 
which resulted in an association being formed with the old established British firm of E.K. 
Cole Ltd.  In 1955 the was reorganised as Ultimate-Ekco (NZ) Co Ltd and not long 
afterwards selected models of Ekco radios were produced and marketed alongside the 
locally designed Ultimate. 
 
Although not among the first manufacturers of television receivers Ultimate-Ekco produced 
one of the highest quality sets until 1965 when E.K. Cole was taken over by Pye Ltd.  It 
was this takeover which eventually resulted in Ultimate-Ekco coming under the control of 
NZ Pye and in 1967 the Quay St premises were finally vacated. 
 
The closure represented the end of an era in NZ radio manufacturing and the start of the 
domination of this country’s electronics industry by overseas interests. So, although the 
name Ultimate survives to this day (then) it is now only a brand name by Pye. 
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MORE VIKING RADIOS 
 

Recently I received a letter and some photos from Paul Burt, one of our members in the 

Christchurch area;   
 

Dear Ian, 

Enclosed please find three 

photos of Viking radios I have. 
 

The console is the set that is in 

John’s book [see MGAR pg 

143], mine has an 8” Jubilee 

speaker which appears to be 

stainless steel, very shiny. The 

valve layout differs from your 

set, with three valves, hard left 

looking from the rear and the 

tuning condenser just about the 

full depth of the chassis. 

Chassis dimensions are 14” x 

9” and there is no makers 

name on the speaker. 
 

The next photo bearing 

reference 361 looks to be an 

earlier set (1932?). [see GAR 

page 78] It looks messy from 

the front but is in quite good 

condition. Going from my 

memory the chassis is in very 

order but the set is buried a bit 

deep in the garage to have a 

look at, but a collectable set 

never the less. 
 

Reference 580 is also buried, 

but as you can see is in very 

good condition. Viking never 

seemed to put any model 

numbers on their sets. 
 

If you want any more info I 

will dig them out and 

photograph them for you. 
 

I have also included a photo of 

an HMV 471 in really good 

condition, apart from a finger 

hole in the speaker cloth! 

Above Paul’s Viking Console that looks very 

similar to the picture in MGAR page 143 – 

Viking 5 valve 1933  

 

Please return photos when finished.   

Cheers Paul. 

 

Thanks Paul for increasing our knowledge on an NZ radio manufacturer. 
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Above: GAR Page 78 Viking 

 

 

Above Left: Paul Burt’s 

Viking reference 361  
 

 

 

 

Left: Paul’s Viking reference 

580. 
 

 

 

Apart from John Stokes’ reference 

to manufactured by NZ Radio 

Manufacturing Co Ltd there 

appears to be little known about 

these sets. Is there any more 

information out there? 
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The Centre Fold Radios: 
 

On the following centre fold are pictures from members’ collection – clearly Gerry Billman’s 

wonderful restorations and superior photographic techniques of his sets have won out. However 

don’t be discouraged – there is still the photographic before and after restoration competition for 

next May’s bulletin. Just send along some shots of before restoration, a bit of story of how it all 

happened and the all important afterwards shots to complete the story. I am always amazed at the 

ingenuity and sometimes simple yet elegant solutions our members apply to various problems. Good 

luck to all and don’t be shy, we would love to hear from you. There are a couple of entries already! 
 

For the centrefold sets we have the following background from Gerry Billman’s Vintage Radio 

Museum; 

Which is my favourite radio? I have many favourites in my collection however I would find it very 

difficult to choose just one special set. Among my favourites are; [in shuffled order – sorry ED.] 

• The Fisk Radiolette model 33. No collection is complete without one of these spectacular 

Bakelite radios. 

• A working Gilfillan GN3 made in 1924, with its four UV-199 valves it is often admired by 

visitors. 

• The model 106 Emerson with its handsome walnut veneer cabinet 

• We all have Bell Colts, but the red one is prized above all the others 

• The Clarrion AC220 is one of my very favourite ‘tombstone’ sets 

• The Commander started out in my collection as a chassis and speaker that were begging to 

have a new life. My home made cabinet makes it special to me. 

• The Zenith model 7-S-258. This shutter dial set has to be one of the most sought after 

vintage radios and it was fifteen years before I found one to add to my collection. 
 

Finally but not least, the RCA R-28-P from Albert Smith (Christchurch Group) but more on this and 

Albert’s other sets in a latter issue. 

 

 

Notes on Bakelite Polishing by Philip Taylor (from some years ago! Ed) 
 

I’ve been asking around with reference to the finish on Bakelite mouldings. I live near Southend on 

Sea – the “home” of Ekco Plastics who were pioneers in large Bakelite mouldings in England, using 

very large presses imported from Germany about 1930. Ekco made their own Bakelite radio 

cabinets and contracted many other mouldings, such as those used on  AVO meters. 
 

One old-timer I talked to was radio collector Bill Caten, who lives in Southend and worked in a 

Bakelite moulding shop (not Ekco) in the late 1930s. He says many mouldings were finished with 

wax. This was applied with a large buffing mop, no doubt the same as the calico mops available 

today. This would explain why some Bakelite radio sets look very dull when washed with a 

detergent to clean them. Some are so filthy there is little choice. It is possible to use a liquid brass 

polish (ammonia and pumice being the chief ingredients, I think). With a lot of work, a bright finish 

is obtainable. This is not so good where intricate design is a feature of the moulding, however, and 

the calico mop is probably better. It is possible to buy polishing wax suitable for plastics over here – 

it looks like red jeweller’s rouge with wax to me.  It comes in a long cake and is intended to be used 

with a buff. One Bakelite enthusiast to whom I sold a receiver had access to jeweller’s rouge in 

powder form and mixed it with turbine lubricating oil. The finish he achieved was one of the best 

I’ve ever seen. We have a Bakelite appreciation society here; they have meetings, hiring an old bus 

and taking along Bakelite picnic sets and other Bakelite things to give the gathering a period 

flavour. 
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Auckland Radio VLD – ZLD  from NZVRS Bulletin Vol 3 No.2  Aug 1982 

 

The information contained in this article has been adapted from an unpublished essay by T.R. 

Clarkson who has kindly allowed the NZVRS to make use of it in this way. Tom Clarkson was 

stationed at Auckland Radio during the period mentioned and was immediately connected with the 

operation and maintenance of the station, as well as being responsible for the introduction of the 

remote reception technique referred to. He late became Assistant Engineer-in-Chief, NZ Post Office. 
 

In addition to the two main spark 

stations at Awanui and Awarua 

there were installed at much the 

same time, three low-power 

stations, one each at Auckland 

(VLD), Chatham Islands (VLC) 

and Wellington (VLW). These 

three stations were mainly 

intended for working costal 

shipping and nearby overseas 

vessels. They were actually 

standard Telefunken 2 ½ KW 

ships’ sets put to use as land 

stations. 
 

The Auckland station was 

established on the roof of the 

Chief Post Office which was close 

to the waterfront at the foot of 

Queen Street. The aerial was a 4 

wire flat top, typical of its day, 

with 15 ft wooden spreaders. Each wire was 

terminated in a ½ inch diameter copper ball, the 

purpose of which was to reduce corona discharge. 

Two 40 ft masts were mounted atop of the roofs 

of two cupola-like structures forming part of the 

main building. The radio room was on the roof 

alongside the shed which housed the lift 

machinery – not an ideal position for reception. 

The transmitter was powered by a motor-

alternator supplied from the 460-volt DC mains. 

The receiver used a simple crystal detector and it 

remained in use until 1922. 
 

In 1923 the receiver and transmitter were 

removed from the roof and reinstated in a room 

on the first floor adjoining the Telegraph Office. 

This change necessitated the erection of an 

additional mast to allow the lead-in wire to be 

taken down through the light well. The station 

was connected by a Morse landline circuit to 

Awanui, which can in handy when receiving 

conditions at the CPO were bad.    CPO Rooftop Station 
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By the time crystal detectors had been superseded by valves and in 1922 VLD’s received had been 

modified to use an Australian “Expansive B” valve followed by a two stage audio amplifier using 

Osram valves. The HT supply for the receiver was produced by a bank of No. 6 (ie telephone) dry 

cells, while the LT was from a storage battery (lead acid I wonder?). 
 

Although the transmitter worked well in both locations, reception was always marred by 

interference. Both the lift motor on the roof and the telegraph equipment in the adjacent room 

contributed to quite a high level of interference. At that time the famous Murray multiplex telegraph 

system (invented by New Zealander Donald Murray and allowed 3 or 4 telegraph circuits to operate 

simultaneously over the same wire) was at the height of its popularity. It used DC on the line and 

time-divided channel switching which caused considerable sparking at the contacts, which plagued 

reception at VLD. 
 

All kinds of methods were tried to overcome the interference problems. A Faraday shield was 

placed around the operating room but without improvement. A counterpoise was run across the roof 

directly below the aerial to eliminate the need for a direct earth connection but this, likewise, did not 

help. While on a visit to the USA one of the engineers had discussed the problem and brought back 

a selective audio filter, but it proved to be quite useless. A move to a better location seemed to be 

the only solution to the problem. 
 

With the encouragement of the District Engineer and investigation of the environs of Auckland was 

made for a suitable new receiving site; two possibilities were Mount Victoria (North Shore) and 

Pollen Island (Avondale). When making these tests it became the practice to feed the output from 

the receiver back to VLD over a telephone line. One such test was conducted from the Avondale 

post Office where very good receiving conditions existed, and on hearing the signals the operators 

were elated. Stations never before heard in daylight, such as VIS Sydney, VLM Melbourne and 

VPD Samoa came in strongly. These results led to a receiver being installed at Avondale and left 

permanently tuned to 500 KHz. This was in 1927 and it marked the start of the remote reception era 

of VLD. 

Some time later a 

disused telegraph 

line running up the 

old coast road from 

Milford was 

discovered and this 

led to the idea of 

erecting a receiving 

station in that 

locality. Eventually 

a prefabricated hut 

was erected on the 

top of Crown Hill, 

near Browns Bay. 

Two pairs of wires 

were connected 

through to the 

Auckland CPO and 

a third pair was 

used to trickle-charge      The Remote Receiving Station “Hut” at Crown Hill, Milford c.1929 

the filament battery     

via a connection to the Takapuna telephone exchange. Kiwi ingenuity at its best! 
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In the new set-up use was made of a step-by-step push-button mechanism to vary the tuning around 

500 KHz in small jumps. This was an improvement over the fixed tuned system as previously used 

at Avondale and constituted the world’s first use of a remotely controlled receiver. 
 

In 1923 it became necessary to change the transmitter from spark to valve working, though this was 

not originally done for reasons of convenience or efficiency, but for another reason entirely. The 

need was brought about by the advent of radio broadcasting. When the key was pressed at VLD the 

resultant signal could be heard on every broadcast receiver within miles and of course this 

effectively spoilt the reception of the local flea powered BC stations. So it was that public pressure 

sounded the death-knell of spark stations in city areas. 
 

As a stop-gap measure a small valve transmitter was constructed and used to replace the spark outfit 

during broadcasting hours, ii from 8 to 10 pm, as it was in those days. Shortly after this in 1926, two 

‘Polar’ brand transmitters were obtained from the Radio Communication Co in England and used to 

replace the spark transmitters at Auckland and Wellington. These sets consisted of a single valve 

oscillator using a large Mullard triode of about 350 watts dissipation. In Auckland power was 

obtained from the existing 220 volt, 500 cycle alternator and converted to DC by a pair of half-wave 

rectifiers; no filtering was used. Together these three brightly lit valves gained for the set the 

nickname “The Three Lamps”, the real Three Lamps being a well known Ponsonby landmark of the 

day. 
 

Because the aerial was directly coupled to the oscillator – that is the aerial’s own capacitance and 

inductance constituted the only high-frequency tuned circuit – it was soon discovered that the new 

set was ineffective at the required frequency of 500 KHz. Originally this type of set was intended for 

use by ships on the Atlantic run where the CW frequency was about 170 KHz (1800 metres). 

Consequently aerial series capacitors had to be improvised, after which the set gave good results on 

aerial current of 5 to 6 amps with an input of about 750 watts. 
 

In windy weather a problem was encountered caused by the swaying of the original heavy aerial 

which could not be pulled up tight enough to prevent it causing wobbly signals. To obviate the 

trouble a new lighter flat-top 4 wire aerial was erected which proved quite satisfactory. 
 

In 1927, following the Washington Conference, the prefixes of all New Zealand call signs were 

altered to use “Z” instead for “V”; thus VLD became ZLD, and so on. 

Also in 1927 short-wave first came into use by the Post Office when an experimental link was 

established between Wellington and Apia, Samoa. The situation was soon reached where Samoa 

traffic could be handled directly from Wellington with using Awanui, and this coupled with ZLD’s 

increased coverage, resulted in the steady decline of Awanui’s importance – leading to the station’s 

closure in 1930. 
 

About that time a small 1-valve emergency transmitter had been constructed at Auckland; it had an 

output of only 5 watts and was powered from the nearby 240 volt telegraph battery. It came in 

handy for calling up ships in the harbour, though its range under favourable conditions was 

surprising. On one occasion tests were made with a Norwegian tanker “Brunswick” and the operator 

was able to copy Auckland’s signals to as far away as 1800 mile. 

In 1934 some ingenious adaptations of automatic telephone switching were incorporated in the ZLD 

remotely controlled receiver. Up till then almost all traffic was handled on 500 KHz but the new 

system enabled the ready choice of two alternate frequencies, most ships by then being fitted for 

working on 425 KHz as well. 

At that time there was talk of having ZLD moved completely to Browns Bay, but nothing 

eventuated, due in part to developments in aviation radio in the 1930s. In addition there arose a need 

for a radio-telephone service for small ships such as trawlers. So it was that Auckland Radio found a 

new home at Musick Point near Bucklands Beach. But that is another story. 
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Howard England’s Garage Sale Pix 
 

As advertised 

in the last 

bulletin, 

Howard 

England had 

his tidy up 

garage sale on 

Saturday 24 

October. Here 

are a few shots 

of the event – 

just to show 

you what you 

missed if you 

did not get 

there! As you 

can see it was 

well set out 

and organised 

– typical of 

Howard I 

suppose! 

 

 
 

More Information Sought; 
 

Henry George Searle – Christchurch 
 

Hi, I am trying to source information on a Henry George Searle who acted as an importer, supplier 

and repairer of radios and gramophones. 

Henry operated a company "gramophone and radio supply company" or "radio and gramophone  

supply company" at 4 Victoria Street, Christchurch in about 1928. [The shop is listed in the Wises 

Postal directory only for 1928. It was closed due to financial issues by 1929.  Also there was a G 

Searle Chief Engineer in the NZ Post Office in the 1930s but presumably not the same person!] 

 

Henry also had the Christchurch agency for Tasma radios (probably after the 1930's, but not at the 

Victoria street location) 

 

I am trying to find a copy of any information relating to him or his shop such as labels in radios or 

advertising materials he may have produced. I have spoken to Tony Forester from the Ferrymead 

radio society (he put me on to the Vintage Radio Society). He did recall seeing a label of some sorts 

referring the Henry Searle or the gramophone and radio supply company, sometime over an 18 year 

period but cannot place it, so I have a reasonable level of confidence that something may exist. 

 

If you or any of your members have any information - I would be much appreciative. 

 

Regards, John Townsend Ph +64 3 372 8955  john.townsend@nz1.ibm.com 
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A “Wood Radio” by the Southerners 
from David Chapple 

At a recent meeting of our Christchurch Group, the president 

presented us with his latest restoration or perhaps more 

correctly his latest innovation. Being the polite and supportive 

fellows we are, we said how nice it was. The dial was vaguely 

familiar and the radio had a distinct 1950s look about it.  Jim 

had introduced it as a ‘Wood Radio’ and our level of curiosity 

was mounting.  Where was the speaker?  What was the valve 

line-up? What’s its pedigree?  As the questions flowed Jim’s 

face began to fall somewhat for well-named the radio was!  It 

turned out to be a lump of macrocarpa firewood from Jim’s 

wood heap all varnished up and adorned with knobs, dial, 

carry handle and telescopic aerial.  The minds of some 

people; I don’t know! Is there any hope for our 

[Christchurch] president? 

 

Question: What Radio Equipment did Ed Hillary use on the 

1957/8 Antarctic Expedition? 

What radio technology did Ed Hillary use on the Antarctic Expedition to the South Pole?  

In Ed Hillary’s book “No Latitude for Error”, there is little reference to the radio communication 

technology used on the actual polar trip apart from the following two bits; 

a) page 61 there is reference to the materials lost or damaged that includes the comment: “The 

following items have been damaged beyond recovery: All base stations, half the man rations, 

three quarters of the dog pemmican, the majority of the wireless and electrical equipment, .. . . . 

the committee has authorised to be air-freighted .. .. .. 

Item 4. Three R.B.Z. receivers. Four dozen sets of RBZ batteries and RBZ spares. .. .. “  

b) Page 108 “The field radios had proved to be most unsatisfactory during our autumn operations, 

which probably wasn’t surprising as they had originally been designed for us in the desert. I 

regarded close and effective communications as being of prime importance so was anxious that 

they should be replaced by something better. My radio operators, Peter Mulgrew and Ted 

Gawn, drew out the desired specifications, this information was transmitted to New Zealand 

and some special sets were constructed for us. In order to save power, the sets could only 

transmit by morse key, and so it was essential that all members of the field parties and the 

pilots should be conversant with the morse code. Every morning during winter , there fore, we 

had morse lessons under the expert instruction of Ted Gawn. Most of us became thoroughly 

tired of it, but by the time the sun returned and classes ceased we were all reasonably 

competent at sending and receiving and had a basic knowledge of the necessary procedure. Ted 

was one of those experts who can take a message direct on his typewriter, smoke a cigarette 

and conduct a conversation – all at the same time – and he proved to be a patient but firm 

taskmaster. Our success later with field communications was very much to his credit.” 
 

So the basic question remains unanswered – what was the actual radio equipment finally used, who 

made it and does anyone know anything about it?  [Please let me know – thanks Ed, David Crozier] 
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Listings of advertised Radio Dealer and Engineers from the 

NZ Trades Directories 1929(+), 1937(#) & 1939(*) 
(Note, some of the abbreviations seemed rather specific to the period and half of the 1937 

page was missing) 
 

*A’Court & Turner Ltd, 41 Courtenay Pl, Wn 

#Adams J, Waitoa 

+Abel, Smeeton Ltd 15 Customs St Est, Akld Cable 

“Radiomotor” Akld. Tel 41 583 PO Box 1528. 

#*Airzone NZ Ltd, 128 Wakefield St, Wellington 

+Aldridge AP, 103 Stuart St Lwr, Dunedin 

*Aldred Clifford, Methven 

#Alphert W, 5 North Rd, Hamilton 

*Alston & Wilmott, 90 Worchester St, Chch  

#*Amalgamated Wireless Australasia Ltd, Bond St, 

Wellington 

#Ambassador Radio Co, 166 Balmoral Rd, Akld 

#*Anchor & Co Ltd, 12 Ward St, Hamilton 

#Anderson Alfrd J, 71 Courtenay Pl, Wellington 

+#*Andrews Lnrd E, 1 Wellesley St East, Akld 

*Arnold & Wright, 183 Cashel St, Chch 

#*Associated Radio Co, Bond St, Wellington 

*Atlanta Radio Co, 35 High St, Akld 

+Atwater Kent Radio Co, Grey St, Wellington 

# Atwater Kent Radio Co, 205 Lambton Quay, Wn 

#Auckland Radio Services Ltd, 35 High St, Akld 

*Ayling Geo S, 55 Sohpia St, Timaru 
 

#Baird Ian F, 36 Dickens St, Napier 

*Barker Geo, 98 Collingwood St, Nelson 

#*Barnaby NS, 2 Vine St, Whangarei 

+Barnett Frank, 30 Octagon, Dunedin 

#*Barnetts Radio Supplies Ltd, 13 Octagon, Dn 

*Bartlett KG, 58 Queen St, Akld 

*Battery & Radio Equipment Co, Lambton Quay, Wn 

*Beacon Radio Ltd, 34 New North Rd, Akld 

#Beavers Ltd, 16 O’Connell St, Akld 

#*Beazley R, 13 Karagahape Rd, Auckland 

#Bedingfield Henry J, 123 Jackson St, Petone 

*Bedingfield Douglas L, 123 Jackson St, Petone 

+Bell Wm, 78 Don St, Invercargill 

#Bellerby Ltd, 54 Gladstone Rd, Gisborne 

+Bennett Ltd Chas, (Radiola sets) 619 Columbo St, 

Christchurch 

#Bennett Ltd, 9 Maria Pl, Wanganui 

*Bennett’s Ltd, 37 Victoria Av, Wanganui 

#*Berney Jas R, Eketahuna 

#*Berryman AJ, 91 High St, Dannevirke 

*Bewley Ltd C, Waipukurau 

#*Bick Henry A, Pahiatua 

 

#Billings Wyn, 59 Manners St, Wellington 

*Billings Radio Construction Co Ltd, 6 

Cornhill St, Wn 

#Birchall JH, 90 Cameron St, Whangarei 

*Birchalls Ltd, 37 Bank St, Whangarei 

#Board Wm E, Levin 

+Bond & Bond Ltd, 6-8 Commerce St, Akld. 

Cable “Bondel” Bentley’s & Western Union 

ABC Cades used 

*Bond & Bond Ltd, 143 Victoria St, Hamilton 

#*Bond Jno S, 78 Victoria Ave, Wanganui 

#*Booth N, Pukekohe 

#Borham EB, 73 The Square, Palmerston Nth 

*Borhams Radio Services Ltd, 73 The Square, 

Palmerston North 

*Bowater Henry, Taihape 

#*Bowles Geo M, 1 Walmsley Rd, Akld 

#*Brehaut Stan, 181 Stratford St, Timaru 

+Broadbent Reception Ltd, Rangiora 

#Browne HR, Herstmere Rd, Akld 

#*Brownlie Hstn, Owaka 

#Buchanan DW, 101 Burnett St, Ashburton 

#*Burgess & Clark, Stratford 

#Burrell RF, 14a Clarence St, Akld 

*Burrell RF, 67a Victoria Rd, Akld 

*Butcher Thomas W, 378c Worchester St, 

Chch 

*Butler & Macdougall, 270 Dominion Rd, 

Akld 

#Butlers NZ Ltd, 230 Tuam St, Chch Airline 

Radio 
 

#*Caddells Ltd, 17 Queens Arcade, Akld 

#*Camera Exchange & Radio Co, 12 

Wellesley St Est, Akld 

#*Carlton Radio Co, 2 Beresford St, Akld 

+Carrad Geo C, 140 Victoria Ave, Wanganui 

#Cash Radio Co, 155 Rattray St, Dunedin 

*Cash Radio Co Ltd, 228 Oxford Tce, Chch 

*Chapman Geo, Kaiapoi 

*Clare & Jones Ltd, 10 Peel St, Gisborne 

#Clarke & Jones HW, 2 Taranaki St, 

Wellington Kenrad Radios “Gultouch” 

+Collier & Beale, 1 Dixon St, Wellington 
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*Collins & Anderson Ltd, 402 Heretaunga St, 

Hastings 

+#*Collins Tudor W, Warkworth 

#Cooper & Duffin, Chancery St, Akld 

*Cooper & Duffin, 17 Strand Arcade, Akld 

#*Cordery, Wells & Co Ltd, 127 Cashel St, Chch 

+Cornish Arth, 27 Manners St, Wellington 

#*Cowan & Co Ltd, David, 198 Victoria St, 

Wanganui 

*Crowley Ernest, Paparoa 

+Cunningham Ltd, NR, Perry St, Masterton 

#* Cunningham NZ Ltd, 31 Queen St, Masterton 

#Cuthbert DM, 249 Cuba St, Palmerston Nth 
 

+Dacombe & Co, AJ, 39 Victoria St, Chch 

#Dallas DC, Te Aroha 

+Dawson W M, 121 Burnett St, Ashburton 

#Davies TD, Rotorua 

*Davies FD, Rotorua 

#Davys Stan B, 85 Custom House Quay, Wn 

*Delco Radio Ltd, 15 Hood St, Hamilton 

#*Dewe & Whitehead, 53 Kimbolton Rd, Feilding 

*Dickie & Co, D, 165 The Square, Palmerston Nth 

+Direct Supply Coy, 277 Durham St, Chch 

#* Direct Supply Co, 83 Cashmere St, Chch 

+ Dobbs Bros, 176-8 Victoria St, Wanganui 

# *Dobbs Bros, 165 Victoria Av, Wanganui 

*Dodds GW, 143 Featherston St, Wellington 

+Dominion Radio Co, 15 Customs St Est, Akld 

*Drummond DH, 120 Burnett St, Ashburton 

#Dun(edin?) Radio Service Dept Ltd, 49 Bond St, 

Dunedin 
 

#Eady Ernest, 13 Wellesley Sty, Akld 

#Eckford Jas, 18 Darby St, Akld 

*Eckford JR, 281 Queen St, Akld 

+Edwards Ltd, White, 141 Hereford St, Chch 

#*Ellery & Finlayson, 19 Cambridge Pl, Invercargill 

#English Industries Radio Ltd, Kaikohe 

*Fairclough Radio Ltd, 35 Emerson St, Napier 

*Faulkner A, 490 Karangahape Rd, Akld 

*Fear & Co, FJW, 31 Willis St, Wellington 

#*Feisst Mrs Annie, 134 High St, Lower Hutt 

*Ferguson Neil, Moerewa 

#*Fisher B, 419 Queen St, Akld 

#*Fleming CJ, Matamata 

*Foord RB, Eltham 

*Fowler RB, 205 Lambton Quay, Wellington 

*Fowler Son & Drummond, 412 Heretaunga St, 

Hastings 

#*Francis Ltd, Robert, 146 High St, Chch 

+Forest Radio Co, 100 Cuba St, Palmerston Nth 

+Gisborne Radio Co, 258 Gladstone Rd, 

Gisborne 

#*Gray E, 222a Remuera Rd, Akld 

*Gray & Haybittle, Marton 

#Green & Cooper Ltd, 35 Taranaki St, Wn 

*Green & Cooper Ltd, 42 Taranaki St, Wn 

*Greenwood Horace N, Westport 

#Griffith Arth K, Trafalgar St Nth, Nelson 

*Griffith GV, 102 Trafalgar St Nth, Nelson 

#Grubb Arnold H, 33 Mersey St, Gore 

*Grubb Arnold H, 105 Main St, Gore 

#*Gunn Max, 43 Lowe St, Gisborne 

#*Hall Norman M, Queenstown 

*Handiside Thomas, 56 Ribble St, Oamaru 

*Hanson Bert, 9 Rathborne St, Whangarei 

#*Hardie Thomas G, Featherston 

#Harper AW, 67 Guyton St, Wanganui 

#*Harris Co Ltd, AR, 51 Mackay St, 

Greymouth 

+#*Harris HE, 83 Victoria St, Hamilton Wst 

#*Hart-Smith Wm, 22 Huraki Rd, Akld 

#*Haslett K, 40 Cameron St, Whangarei 

+Hawker & Lilley, 40 View Rd, New 

Brighton, Chch 

*Hawkes Bay Radio Service Co Ltd, 33 

Dickens St, Napier 

+Home Recreations Ltd, 118-120 Armagh St, 

Christchurch 
 

#Haybittle Keith A, 69 Kimbolton Rd, Feilding 

*Haybittle Keith A, 24 Fergusson St, Feilding 

#*Haydon JR, 35 High St, Akld 

#*Henderson & Co, JG, 218 Lambton Quay, 

Wellington 

#*Henry Geo, 189 George St, Dunedin 

#*Hilliard FV, Queen St, Akld 

#*Hodges SR, Levin 

#Hogg HA, 45 Mary Pl Wst, Dunedin 

*Hopkins JD, Tahakopa, Catlins 

#*Howorth Alfred J, 51 George St, Dunedin 

#Hudson Alan, 9 Anzac Ave, Akld 

#*Hunter Jos, Great South Rd, Otahuhu 

*Hunter’s Ltd, Rangiora 

#Hurst Geo H, 223 High St, Hawera 

 

#*International Radio Co, Courthouse Lane, 

Akld 

+International Radio Coy, 89-93 Courtenay Pl, 

Wellington 
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#*Jago Biggs Ltd, 176 King Edward St, Dn 

*Jakeman H, Huntly 

*Jefferies Hector, Eketahuna 

*Jenness William L, 163 High St, Lower Hutt 

#*Johns Ltd, 10 Vulcan Lane, Akld 

#Johnson & Zander, 15 Canterbury ST, Lyttelton 

#Jones & Williams, Otaki 

+*Joyce Robert Ern, Kaiapoi 

#Joyce Robert F, Kaiapoi 

#Judd & Cameron, Tauranga 

*Judd Bernard G, Tauranga 
 

#*Kane Walter, Pukekohe 

#*Keene Garnet, 25 Bank St, Whangarei 

*Keith JH, Paeroa 

+Keith Roy, 87 Queen St, Akld 

#*Keith Roy, 54 Grafton Rd, Akld 

#*Kelly David, Motueka 

*Keyvar E, 22 Manners St, Wellington 

*Kingan & Co, Stuart, 597a Colombo St, Chch 

#*Kirkland Perceval J, 30 Broadway Av, Palmerston 

North 

#Kyle Jas V, 104a Main St, Palmerston Nth 
 

#*Larsen HA, 193 Victoria St, Hamilton 

+Lamb Benj J, Rangiora 

#Lawrence LJ, 62a Victoria St, Hamilton 

+Lewis Albt J, Victoria Rd, Takapuna, Akld 

+Lincoln Hy, 109 Dee St, Invercargill 

*Lind William, 157 Jackson St, Petone 

#*Linton Jack B, 4 Union St, Hawera 

*Little Ian R, 96 Hereford St, Christchurch 

#*Lockyers Ltd, 46 Emerson St, Napier, & 

Heretaunga St, Hastings 

+Love Jack, 281 Jacksons St, Petone 
 

#*McBurney AT, Rotorua 

#*McCabe R, 441 Queen St, Akld 

#McCarthy Geo R, 76 Kent Ter, Wellington 

#*McCormick D, 10 Rathbone St, Whangarei 

#McCowan F, Kaikohe 

#*McCulloch WJ, 231 King Edward St, Dunedin 

+McDonald Alfrd H, 10 Great North Rd, Akld 

*McDonald AH, 31 Ponsonby Rd, Auckland 

#McEwan Kenneth D, Fergusson St, Feilding 

#*McIlraith Keith D, 127 Burnett St, Ashburton 

#McKenzie & Knight, 123 Worchester St, Chch 

#McKewen JD, 169 Rattray St, Dunedin 

*McKewen’s Radio Services Ltd, 161 Rattray St, 

Dunedin 

#*McLean Brian H, 14 Victoria Av, Wanganui 

#*McLeod & Svendsen Ltd, Manchester 

Square, Feilding 

#*McLeod Crawford L, Thames 

#McMillan, 28 Shortland St, Akld 

#McNicol JT, 15 Collingwood St, Hamilton 

+Macks Radio Coy Ltd, 76 Kent Ter, 

Wellington 

#*Malcolm’s Radio & Electrical Supplies Ltd, 

9 Anzac Av, Akld 

#*Mandeno & Co, SD, 16 O’Connell St, Akld 

*Mangham Arthur, Taumarunui 

*Martin JW, Otorohanga 

#*Matamata Radio Services Ltd, Matamata 

*Mathews Reg G, 692 Dominion Rd, Akld 

#Megann Thomas H, 10 Farsh St, Wellington 

*Megann’s Ltd, 10 Farsh St, Wellington 

*Mickell Henry, Motueka 

#*Midwest Import Distributers Ltd, 154 Queen 

St, Akld 

*Milne & Beale, Heretaunga St, Hastings 

*Mitchell AI, Manukau Rd, Auckland 

#Mitchinson Wm J, 172a Jackson St, Petone 

+Moe & Co, SE, 1-9 Customs St Est, Akld 

# Moe & Co, SE, 304 Queen St, Akld 

*Moe & Co Ltd, SE, 319 Queen St, Akld 

*Moon Trevor, Hunterville 

#*Morgan Henry G, Taumarunui 

#Morrison & Co, DA, 126 Willis St, Wn  

*Morrison & Co, DA, 37 Farsh St, Wellington 

+Morton Fred S, Queen St, Onehunga, Akld 

#Munro Clarence S, Trafalgar St Nth, Nelson 

+#*Myers DF, 279 Willis St, Wellington 
 

#Napier Radio Co, Dickens St, Napier 

+Natcla Radio Co, 21 Grey St, Wellington 

#*National Radio Service Co, 30 Courtenay Pl, 

Wellington 

*Nelson Miles, 16 O’Connell St, Akld 

#*New Caddells Ltd, 3 Queen St, Akld 

#*NZ Electrical Equipment Ltd, 182 

Wakefield St, Wn 

+NZ Radio Publishing Coy Ltd, Mercer St, 

Wellington 

*Newton Frank, Heretaunga St, Hastings 

+#Newton HL, 492a Columbo St, Chch 

#Nimmo & Sons, 128 The Square, P Nth 

* Nimmo & Sons, 81 The Square, P Nth 

#*Nobes Jack, Te Awamutu 

#*North Electric Co Ltd, 215 Mary Pl Wst, Dn 

*Northland Radio Co, Kaikohe 
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#O’Conner Jno D, Ohakune Junction 

*O’Rourke Patrick N, Te Kuiti 

+Odlin Timber & Hardfware Co Ltd, Wn, Petone, 

Akld, Lower Hutt, Palm Nth, Hastings & Napier 

#Olivecrona Eric, Levin 

*Owers HG, 50 Courtenay Pl, Wellington 

 

*Pacific Radio Co, 248 Willis St, Wellington 

*Parkes Sydney, 54 Gladstone Rd, Gisborne 

#Parsons & Drury, 1 Wellesley St Est, Akld 

#Paterson Jas, Warkworth 

*Paulson A, 28 Peel St, Gisborne 

#Peake & Co, 75 Emerson St, Napier 

#*Pearson & Crowe, Te Aroha 

+Perry Geo M, 251 Upper Symonds St, Akld 

+ Phillips Lamps Ltd, 1-9 Customs St Est, Akld 

#*Phillips Lamps NZ Ltd, 286 Wakefield St, Akld 

*Phillips Bert, Taumarunui 

*Philps Radio Co, 16 Customs St, Est, Akld 

#Porter Long & Co, Great South Rd, Otahuhu 

*Potter WH, Great South Rd, Otahuhu 

*Pragnell K, 251 Upper Symonds St, Akld 

#*Preston Billing Ltd, 149 Willis St, Wellington 

#*Primes Radio Services Ltd, Hood St, Hamilton 

#*Pringle Ivan, Mosgiel 

 

*Radford Radio Sales & Service Laboratories Ltd, 

111 Rangitikei St, PN 

#*Radiart Co, 22 Brandon St, Wellington 

*Radio 1936 Ltd, 6-14 Quay St, Akld. Tel 30-195, 

“Broadcast” 

*Radio Advertising Services Ltd, 175 Rattray St, 

Dunedin 

+Radio Broadcasting Co NZ Ltd, The, 20 France St, 

Akld & 124 Featherston St, Wn 

*Radio Centre Ltd, 74 Karagahape Rd, Auckland 

*Radio Centre NZ Ltd, Princes St, Dunedin 

#*Radio Construction Ltd, 17 Willis St, Wellington 

*Radio Corporation of NZ Ltd, 80 Courtenay Pl, 

Wellington 

*Radio Electric Co, 13 Hastings St, Napier 

#Radio Electrical Appliance Co, 217 Victoria Av, 

Wanganui 

*Radio Features Ltd, 23 Shortland St, Akld 

+Radio Reception Co, 164 Queen St, Masterton 

+Radio Ltd, Beach Rd, Akld 

*Radio Sales Ltd, 113 Spey St, Invercargill 

+Radio Service Co, Victoria St, Wanganui 

*Radio Service Co, 11 Devon St Est, New Plymouth 

*Radio Service Ltd, 243 Macandrew Rd, Dunedin 

 

+Radio Society of Chch Ltd, 198 St Redman 

St, Chch 

*Radio Warehouse Co, 223 Manchester St, 

Chch 

*Randell King Ltd, 67 Manners St, Wellington 

+Redman Alfd, 810 Columbo St, Chch 

+Rees Mrs J, 215 Heretaunga St, Hastings 

*Rees Ramsden Ltd, 331 Heretaunga St, 

Hastings 

*Reeve Charles R, 237 Main St, Palmerston 

North 

*Rhodes Lionel, 275 Gladstone Rd, Gisborne 

*Ripley Arthur H, Customs St Wst, Akld 

*Robbinson Jno, Waihi 

*Rowe William A, Leeston 

+Royds Motors Ltd, “Roycar” 211 Cashel St, 

Chch 

+Rutherberg Fred J, 185a Papanui Rd, St 

Albans, Chch 

 

+Scott Ltd, LB, 184 Manchester St, Chch 

*Scott Ltd, LB, 4 New Regent St, Chch 

+Selectra Radio Ltd, 57 Customs St Est, Akld 

*Sheeran William E, Huntly 

*Sheffield Radio Co, Karagahape Rd, Akld 

*Sheffield Radio Ltd, 17 Rautangi Rd, Akld 

*Sherratt Harold W, East St, Ashburton 

+Shipley EG, 165 Manchester St, Chch 

*Sidford CJ, 85 Victoria Road, Akld 

*Simpson AE, 598 Colombo St, Chch 

*Simpson William H, 257 Jackson St, Petone 

*Smart William,143 Rosebank Rd, Akld 

*Smith A, 8 Victoria St, Christchurch 

*Snelgar IJ, Kohukohu 

+Southland Radio Electric Co, Main St, Gore 

*Spedding Ltd, Crn Beach Rd & Anzac Av, 

Akld Tel 42-903 

*Spiers Maurice E, Mackay St, Greymouth 

*Standard Telephones & Cables Prop Ltd, 

125-129 Manners St, Wn “Relay” 

*Stella Radio Ltd, 110 Featherston St, Wn 

*Sterling Radio Ltd, His Majesties Arcade, 

Wellington 

*Stevens & Sons Ltd, 26 New Regent St, Chch 

*Stevens Percy R, 250 Gladstone Rd, Gisborne 

*Stewart Jno D, 101 Burnett St, Ashburton 

+Superadio Ltd, 147 Queen St, Akld 

*Sutcliffes Ltd, 116 Heretaunga St, Hastings 
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*Taranaki Radio & Electrical Co, 218a Carrington 

Rd, New Plymouth 

*Tasman Traders Ltd, 20 Wyndham St, Akld 

*Taylor Sydney G, Levin 

*Taylor Wally, 1 Emerson St, Napier 

*Therkleson Irvine H, 99 Devon St Est, New 

Plymouth 

*Timbers Mrs JQ, Te Kuiti 

*Tonge JF, 79 Victoria St, Hamilton 

+Townsend Arth R, 8 Darby St, Akld 

+Tyler CE, 17 Tennyson St, Napier 

*Universal Radio Co, 31 Ponsonby Rd, Akld 

*Vac-Tric Radio Co Ltd, 153 George St, Dunedin 

*Vannini Roy C, 238 Cuba St, Palmerston Nth 

*Vanvi Ltd, 69 Cuba St, Wellington 

*Vincent Francis, 819a Colombo St, Chch 

*Wairarapa Radios Ltd, 89 Queen St, Masterton 

*Walker Keith Ltd, 42 Bridge St, Nelson 

*Wallace & Co, WP, 35 Union St, Hawera 

*Ward William G, Tauranga 

*Warren JE, Davis Cres, Auckland 

*Warwick Smeeton Ltd, 9 Wellesley St Est, Akld 

*Warwick Perceval L, 18 Victoria St, Wellington 

+Waterworths Ltd, 156 Queen St. Akld 

+Watkin Raymond Alan, 215 Dominion Rd, Mt 

Eden, Akld 

*Watkin Raymond, 165 Upper Symonds St, Akld 

*Webber W, Bond St, Wellington 

*Webley Charles T, 141 Bridge St, Nelson 

*Wellmade Ltd, 75 Dominion Rd, Akld 

+Wellmayde Ltd, Charles St, Mt Eden, Akld 

+Walsh Bros, “Walbros” Crn Fanshawe & Hobson 

Sts, Akld 

*White Russell G, 138 Dominion Rd, Akld 

*Wholesale Radio Service Co, 127 The Square, 

Palmerston Nth 

+Whyte & Co, 95 Courtenay Pl, Wellington 

*Wilkinson & Field, 3 Market St Nth, Blenheim 

*Williams DR, Runanga, (Levin?) 

*Wilson E, Dalton St, Napier 

*Wireless Service Co Ltd, 68 High St, Dannevirke 

+Wiseman & Sons Ltd, J, 117-119 Albert St, Akld. 

Courier sets & accessories 

*Wishart & Page, 30 Customs St Est, Akld 

*Wood & Duncalf, 6 Barraud St, Dannevirke 

*Woskett Radio Ltd, 203 Cuba St, Palmerston Nth 

+Wright Co, LH, 153 Willis St, Wellington 

*Wylie A, 59 The Square, Palmerston Nth 

*Younger Jas, 253 Brighton St, Chch 

*Zanker Douglas, 45 London St, Lyttelton 

 

   Foundation Members 

  of the NZVRS in 1980 
    

N Allport  Auckland 

C Brehaut Timaru 

I Brown Onehunga 

M Burgess Wellington 

S Burrage Auckland 

H Byrne Tauranga 

R Cotton Auckland 

M Dick Auckland 

W Farmer Auckland 

E Cash Auckland 

R Hatton Wellington 

B Green Te Awamutu 

A Hiscock Pukekohe 

L Hodgson Wellington 

C Kirby Christchurch 

E Kirby Auckland 

P Langshear Invercargill 

L Laurent Manurewa 

F Lyons San Francisco 

P Mason Auckland 

H Muggeridge  Taranaki 

G Newlands Wellington 

P Noonan Auckland 

J Paton Auckland 

R Paton Auckland 

S Ramsay Oamaru 

H Reid Te Awamutu 

P Sadgrove Auckland 

C Schollum Auckland 

F Stewart NSW 

P Stanford Auckland 

J Stokes Auckland 

M Thomson Auckland 

G Weston Auckland 

J Woollam Auckland 

E Wilson Western Australia 

T White Canterbury 

D Wright Auckland 

A Williams Invercargill 

G Jessop Auckland 
 

   (Bold = still members in 2009!) 
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A Tale of a Dial – From David W Searle ZL3DWS@nzart.org.nz 
 

Many NZVRS members develop a specialist interest in our fine hobby. For some it is restoration, 

for others it’s collecting radios from one era, style or manufacturer.  
 

For me its radio dials; Eddystone, Jackson, anything! Show me a room full of radios and I’m drawn 

to turning the dial on every one. The ease of use is noted, the level of backlash and how readable the 

scale is with these ageing eyes. Some dials are truly a work of art. 
 

Imagine my delight when at the Christchurch NZVRS “junk” sale in March I found a dial design I 

had never seen before. Note I didn’t call it a radio dial. At first sight it looked more like a brown 

baked enamel oven clock with a knob below.  
 

On turning the knob, both hands rotated smoothly just like a clock. Unlike a clock, the face was 

marked one to ten, with ten markings in between. From 0 to 1 was about an inch. So after 10 

rotations the large hand travels over 90 inches. Turtle wax removed the ingrained dirt and put quite a 

shine on the case. Spectacle cleaner used by the wife to add sparkle to her glasses, ensured you 

could see through the dial glass much better! 
 

Who made this unique dial, and who was the previous owner? Searches on both counts drew a 

blank. There were no markings on the case to reveal who the manufacturer was. 
 

In August a good radio friend Peter Le Quesne ZL4TCC sent me a great bundle of Radio Bygones. 

You guessed it; in issue No. 31 for October/November 1994 a photograph of the  

1936 Lissen Decimal Dial jumped off the page. It was identical to my new find! The unit was 

described as “a geared clock-face tuning dial of the decimal type, free of backlash” with a price in 

1936 of 12/6 in old money. 
 

The Lissen Company was formed in the UK in 1923 by Mr Thomas Noah Cole with a factory in 

Shepherds Bush, London. He employed over 3,000 by the mid 1920’s so it was clearly a substantial 

operation. In 1928 the company 

was sold to Ever Ready for over 

one million pounds. Ten years 

later Thomas Cole established the 

Vidor Battery company in fierce 

competition to Ever Ready. 

Interestingly, the Vidor name was 

a combination of his daughters 

Valerie and Denise and wife 

Rebecca.  
 

Lissen published a magazine 

called “Short Wave” showcasing 

their Skyscraper radios, 

shortwave components and radio 

plans. Please, if any member has 

a copy, kindly contact me. 

Having built a ZL3 Buildathon 

short wave TRF radio recently, 

this 73 year old Lissen decimal 

dial will once again be used to 

tune the short waves to “hear 

what the wild radio waves are 

saying tonight!”   
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10 Commandments for Technicians 
   From a Technical Correspondence School Training Manual c. 1975 

 

1) Thou shalt beware the lightning that lurketh within the undischarged capacitor, 

least it causeth thee to bounce upon thy buttocks in a most untechnician-like 

manner. 

 

2) Thou shalt causeth to be opened and thusly tagged, that switch (and any others) 

which supplieth large quantities of juice so that thy days in this earthly veil of 

tears may be long. 

 

3) Thou shalt prove to thyself that all circuits that radiath and upon which thou 

propose to worketh are grounded and thusly tagged, least they lift thee to high 

frequency potential and causeth thee to make like a radiator. 

 

4) Thou shalt not tarry amongst those fools who engageth in intentional shocks for 

they are surely nonbelievers and not long for this world. 

 

5) Thou shalt taketh care in the proper method when thoust taketh the measure of 

high voltage circuits least thou incinerate both thyself and thy meter, for verily 

though thou hast no account number and can hence be readily surveyed, the test 

meter doth have one and in consequence bringeth much woe unto the supply 

department. 

 

6) Thou shalt not tampereth with the safety devices and interlocks, for this incureth 

the wrath of thy supervisior and bringeth the fury of thy safety inspectorate upon 

thy head and shoulders. 

 

7) Thou shalt not worketh on energized equipment, for if thou dost thy fellow 

workers will surely buy beers for thy widow and console her in other ways. 

 

8) Thou shalt not service equipment for electrical cooking. It is a slothful process 

and thou might sizzle in thyne own juice for hours upon a hot circuit before thy 

maker see fit to end thy misery. 

 

9) Thou shalt not trifle with radioactive tubes and substances least thou commence 

to glow in the dark like a lightning bug and thy wife have no further use for thee 

except thy wages. 

 

10) Thou shalt not make unauthorised modifications to equipment, but thou shalt 

causeth to be recorded; all field changes and authorised modifications made by 

thee, least thy successor tear out his hair and go slowly mad in his attempt to 

determine what manner of creature hath made a nest in the wiring of such 

equipment. 
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MARKETPLACE 
Advertisements for the next bulletin should 
reach the editor by the 15th of the prior month. 
These must be neatly hand printed, typed or 
printed on a separate page, posted to the 
NZVRS (for details see page 2) or emailed to 

nzvrs@pl.net   Please - no verbal or 

telephoned adverts, also don’t forget to 
include some contact details; eg postal, 
telephone & email if applicable. There is no 
charge for members’ adverts but please 
remember that the NZVRS is not responsible 
for any transactions between members. 
 

AVAILABLE 
 

Valve Cartons – plain white flat packs 
• Small & GT size $12 per 100 
• Medium size $15 per 100 
• Large size $25 per 100 
Plus post and package per order. 
Contact: Paul Burt, 44 Hastings St West, 
Christchurch 8023.  
Tel: 03 - 960 7158, Mob: 021 0245 0084  
Email: dawn.lloyd@clear.net.nz  
 

NZVRS CAPACITORS for sale to 
members only please order via Gerry Billman, 
30A Rowan Rd. Epsom, Auckland 1023.  
Email: billman@ihug.co.nz 
Tel: 09 - 625 6568 
Metal polyester film, axial leads, (µF): 
0.01 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.022 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.033 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.05 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.1 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.22 630 Volts  50 cents each 
0.33 630 Volts  50 cents each 
1uF 400 Volts  $1.00 each 
Electrolytic capacitors, polarized, axial 
10µF  450 Volts  $1.50 each 
20µF 450 Volts  $2.00 each 
40µF 450 Volts  $3.00 each 
47uF 450 Volts  $3.50 each 
100µF 450 Volts  $5.00 each 
Lamps 6.3 volts 150 mA (low wattage)  
MES & Bayonet   50c each 
Please add $3.50 per order for post & package 
or contact Gerry direct for a postage quote. All 

cheques to be made out to the ‘NZVRS’ (and 
crossed "Not Transferable") please.  
 

Sale of Radios – downsizing the collection! 
Consoles, uprights Zeniths, Pilots etc. A few one-
offs known in NZ eg AK768Q.  
List available with Self Stamped Addressed 
Envelope please.  No viewing unless prior phone 
call appointment. No packaging or shipping 
services. No email facilities. 
Contact; Bryan Marsh, 20 Rimu Road, Mangere 
Bridge, Auckland 2022.   Tel: 09- 636 7712 
 

WANTED 
 

Would anyone have an S625 (double ended) 
Marconi-Osram valve they don`t need? 
I have an early kitset radio that uses two of these 
& one has an open filament. I would also 
appreciate a second Philips B605 output tube, if 
you have one. Thanks for looking. 
Contact Bill Campbell, 225A  Tukapa St. New 
Plymouth Ph. 06-753 2475   
Email:  billcampbell@clear.net.nz  
 
Valves wanted: Once again the cupboard is 
looking bare. Need miniature, rimlock and noval 
receiver types – especially rimlocks! 
Contact Harcourt Downs, 19 Studholme St, 
Morrinsville 3300.   Tel: 07 - 889 5280 
 
Wanted R1155 and/or T1154 for parts or 
restoration.  Any help would be appreciated.  
Thank you.  Contact Ian Thompson 
 ian.thompson@clear.net.nz  Ph: 03 - 318 1656. 
 

AVAILABLE - 2 
 
Ranson Horn Speaker Kit “Sonnar-Phone” 
NZ produced in kitset form to keep packaging 
and freight costs to a minimum. Easily assembled 
in just five minutes. Fit your own speaker or 
driver unit. These look great next to your old 
radio or fit a permanent speaker and use with 
your modern stereo system. Kit consists of the 
following parts in a Black Satin finish: 
1 x 12" (30.5cm) dia spun aluminium Front Horn. 
1 x Swan Neck shape 
1 x 5" (12.5cm) spun aluminium profiled Base. 
1 x 5" (12.5cm) spun aluminium Base plate. 
1 x 5" (12.5cm) green felt for under Base Plate. 
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Height = Complete Horn speaker 21" (53cm) 
Price: For complete horn speaker kit is NZ 
$110.00 plus post and packaging $12.00 = 
$122 total for NZ orders. Delivery: 10 days. 
For offshore orders please contact to discuss. 
Contact Ian Ranson  
Tel:  09 413 7455  (evenings) 
Email: iandianne@xtra.co.nz 

 

Assembled Horn Speaker Kit on right; 
 

 

 

 

WANTED - 2 
 

Ultimate Dial Request 
Hi Everyone, I’m looking for a replacement 
station indicator dial in good condition for the 
Ultimate Cygnet pictured below, can anyone 
help?  Cheers  Geoff Edwards, Valve Radio 
Spares, 12 Oxford street, Lyttelton, 
Christchurch. Tel: 03-3289 208,  Email: 
tubehead@xtra.co.nz 
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